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CHOKE HOLD — Tom London (Sewell) and Edmund Cobb (Vining) attack Tom Mix (Morgan) in a nerve 
shattering scene from “Miracle Rider.” 


CLASSIFIED CHAPTERS 


Serial Trailers | am looking for...Buck 
Rogers, Capt. Midnight, Capt. Video, 
Lone Ranger, Dick Tracy. (T. Kehr, 6008 
Saxony Road, Edina, Minn. 55436) 


MOVIE AND NOSTALGIA BARGAINS — Our giant list features 
books, stills, etc. Send a stamp to Bailey Studio, Box 232-SW, Mt. 
Clemens, Michigan 48043. 


NEXT TIME DRIVE OFF THE CLIFF — Gene Farnett’s book on 
Mascot Studios. Large hard-cover format, contains many cast 
lists, rare stills, etc. $13.50 plus $2.00 shipping. Bailey Studio, Box 
232-SW, Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48042. 


BAILEY STUDIO HAS VIDEO TAPES — $1.00 brings our giant 
catalogue containing over 400 titles, many “B” Westerns, Serials, 
early TV shows. Bailey Studio, Box 232-SW, Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan 48043. 


SERIAL WORLD 


VOL. 3, NO. 26 

A Quarterly publication dedicated to the mition picture 
serial. 

CONTRIBUTIONS: — We are always looking for in- 
teresting material on the serial genre. Articles, photos, 
etc., are welcome, but please enclose a self addressed 
stamped envelope for their return. 

AD RATES — While we will run all types of ads we 
would like those related to the SERIAL subject matter. 


PUL PAGE eS SAS AAC ASAE SS $50.00 
HALERAGE зл о А a $25.00 
QUARTER РАСЕ AUO хый» $15.00 
CLASSIBIED а дылы eaa АЛАА $2.00 MINIMU 


10° per word including address 

We will typeset all ads if you wish at no extra charge. 
BACK ISSUES — See pages 29-30 
OUR THANKS THIS ISSUE TO: Bobb Lynes, Jim 
Stringham, Mario DeMarco, Ron Vivian, Chuck 
McCleary, Stan Lusk, Eric Hoffman, John 
Cardello, L.D. Adams, and J. Salamandra, Tom 
Weaver. Special thanks to Eric Hoffman this 
issue. 
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CLASSIFIED CHAPTERS 


WILL SEND YOU PUBLISHED REVIEWS, if 
available, any films, silents to present, serials, 
westerns, obscure B pictures. $1.00 per review. Box 
1324, Glendora, CA. 91740. 


WANTED — Beta 2 trading partners to trade serials 
preferably in New York area, but not necessary Edilio 
Mattani — 47-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside, New York 11361 
(212) 631-2966. 


Movie stills and portraits for sale at $1.00 each — 
Buster Crabbe, Clayton Moore, George ““Superman”” 
Reeves, for free list write: Steve Pellicani, 716 42nd St., 
Brooklyn, New York 11232 


100 Glossy pages, big 9’’x12’’ size 

Over 150 rare photos, biography, 

filmography and more. The only 
book ever devoted to: 


A western collector’s dream. 
Printed in limited numbers 


ONLY 57.00 
Send to: 
Mario DeMarco 
16 Harold St. 
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HOWCASE 


BY JEFF WALTON 


EDITOR SERIAL 
WORLD 


The Legend of The Lone Ranger has opened and 
at this writing there are several mixed reviews on the 
film. While | kind of feel that the film would be better 
reviewed in FAVORITE WESTERNS, | do feel that 
SERIAL WORLD should make some mention of the 
film which of course is not the first in the series of 
LONE RANGER epics. Two serials and two color 
Lone Ranger Warner Bros films have also thrilled 
fans with the hearty HI YO SILVER AWAY.…yell. This 
issue we look at the second LONE RANGER serial 
and one that is very rare indeed. Back to the 
LEGEND film. 1 have a friend who will not for love nor 
money go see this picture. I'm sure there are many of 
you out there. | did see the film at a screening (| did 
not pay to see it) and | enjoyed it. It is beautifully 
photogrpahed, drawn out in spots, but in general a 
good film. As we all know by now Klinton Spillsbury, 
who stars as the Lone Ranger does not have a fan- 
tastic track record as far as his behavior off screen. 
His voice has been dubbed by James Keach and to 
me the weak part of the film was his costume. Yet 
Mr. Spillsbury does not desire to be The Lone Ranger 
forever and | can't blame him. As an actor he wants 
to go on to other parts. | heard his real voice on an in- 
terview and found it to be deep enough where it 
wasn’t necessary to dub. However, the powers that 
be thought otherwise. | feel sorry for old Klinton. | 
left the theatre still feeling it was a nice film, but 
Clayton Moore IS The Lone Ranger and this film will 
not make you forget that fact by any means...Unders- 
tand Mr. Leo Gutman of New York now owns the 
rights to most all Columbia serials and has made 
most of them into features for sale to local TV sta- 
tions as a package. Mr. Gutman has taken out ads in 
many trade publications. As of this time we have not 
heard from Mr. Gutman after writing him several 
times. Any reader have further information on this 
great news item for serial fans? Drop me a note and 
let me know. Enjoy this issue of SERIAL WORLD and 
look for the next issue very soon. 


STILLS, LOBBYCARDS 
SEND $2.00 for catalog 

KENNY COLMAN 

73 MAPLEWOOD DR. 
PLAINVIEW, N.Y. 11803 


SERIAL WORLD (Publication Number USPS 324-390) is published quarterly by 
Norman H. Kietzer. Subscription rate is $11 for a one year (four issue) subscription 


On change of address please give us six weeks advance notice to assure delivery 
Postmaster: Please send Form 3579 to Serial World, Р. О. Box 3325, Mankato, 
Minnesota 56001 


Serial World editorial offices are at P.O. Box 64345, Los Angeles, California 90064; 
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Worcester, Mass. 01604 


| Also available 一 books on Buck Jones *6.00 一 Tom | 
Mix 一 56.75 — Ken Maynard — ‘6.75. | 
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and circulation and publication offices are at 1055 Madison Avenue, Mankato, 
Minnesota 56001. Second Class Postage is paid at Mankato, Minnesota 56001 and at 
additional entry offices 


All contents are copyright ©1981 by Norman H. Kietzer and Jeff Walton. No material 
may be reproduced without express written permission. All material and letters should 
be addressed to the Editorial office 
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NUMBER 1 VOLUME 1 CREATURES FROM THE CINEMA 


“I COMMAND YOU 
TO BUY “THING” 


SERIAL WORLD PUBLISHERS 

201 McCONNELL STREET 

P.O. BOX 3325 

MANKATO, MINNESOTA 56001, U.S.A. 

PLEASE SEND ME 
THE FIRST THING MAGAZINE. | have enclosed $2.50. 
Payment Enclosed or Charge My: VISA or Master 


FOR CHARGE CUSTOMERS: SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON 
CREDIT CARD — CREDIT CARD NUMBER — EXPIRATION 
DATE — INTERBANK NUMBER IF MASTERCARD. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, AND ZIP CODE 


ROY ROGERS AND GABBY HAYES 


AND A LOT MORE IN FAVORITE WESTERNS #1 


+. > 


“DON’T JUST SET THERE 
PARTNER, 
ORDER 
FAVORITE WESTERNS 
NOW.” 


FAVORITE WESTERNS 
BOX 3325 
MANKATO, MN 56001 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

l FAVORITE WESTERNS #1. 1 have enclosed $2.50 
| FAVORITE WESTERNS #1 will be mailed in January 1981. 
| A four issue (one year charter subscription to FAVORITE 
І WESTERNS covering issues #1 to #4. 
| | have enclosed $8.00. 

| An eight issue (two year) charter subscription to FAVORITE 
i WESTERNS covering issues #1 to #8. 

| | have enclosed $12.00. 

| Payment Enclosed or Charge My: VISA or Master 
| Charge card. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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FOR CHARGE CUSTOMERS: SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON 
CREDIT CARD — CREDIT CARD NUMBER — EXPIRATION 
DATE INTERBANK NUMBER IF MASTERCARD. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


JOHN WAYNE IS IN FAVORITE WESTERNS #1 


CITY, STATE, AND ZIP CODE | 


The Miracle Rider 
In Hard Covers 


Big Little Books and the various comparable publications often printed 
adaptions of serial releases of the thirties. Usually, they were based on a 
feature version or condensed the story, omitting much of the action. In 
1935, Little Big Books novelized THE MIRACLE RIDER into two 
volumes, ‘‘Chief of the Rangers” and ‘Tom Mason on Top.” They told 
the story of the serial chapter by chapter, and were complete, and pretty 
much accurate. Two minor discrepancies were chapter six carried slightly 
beyond the movie episode's end to finish the first book, and a change in 
the name of the hero. Here, with Tom Mason’s name changed back to 
Morgan, is the story of THE MIRACLE RIDER as it appeared in the Lit- 
tle Big Books. 


1935: THE MIRACLE RIDER (15 Episodes) 


Tom Morgan ....................... Tom Mix 
Ruthi: 55 cess neds eek Meee ees Joan Gale 
Ўаго![Ї..................... Charles Middleton 
Carlton ....................... Jason Robards 
Longboat ...................... Bob Kortman 
Adams .......... ean cece eee nces Edward Earle 
JAMES Sansone Edward Hearn 
Sewell Р cisn uss Tom London 
Ме{рег.......................... Niles Welsh 
Vining ........................ Edmund Cobb 
бїеНег........................ Ernie S. Adams 
Morley ......................... Max Wagner 
Hatton ......................... Charles King 
Grossman ................... George Chesebro 
Rogers ........................ Jack Rockwell 
Chapman ....................... Stanley Price 
Mort Lt George Burton 


Chapter 1: The Vanishing Indian 


Always, the white man pressed the Indian back. 
Resisting step by step, the red man’s trail yet led toward 
the setting sun. Treaties of peace were made and broken — 
broken by the white man and the Indian; for among the 
red men there were always some to say, "Those who 
bargained our lands away had no right to represent us.” 
And greedy trappers, hunters, land seekers, gold miners of 
the white race encroached upon lands of the Indians, ad- 
mitting no law but the law of might. 

Those in the vanguard of the white advance, who would 
have honestly regarded the Indian treaties, and stayed 
away from the lands the white man’s government had pro- 
mised to leave wholly to the red race, were powerless to 
hold back ruthless white men who gave heed, only to the 
strength that enabled them to take whatever they would 
have. 

Again and again over the years, the story was re- 
enacted. On the great frontiers of the West the Indians 
fought long and furiously. Ever they watched the East, but 
from year to year trails led sadly to the West. At the same 
time the buffaloes, which provided them both food and 
shelter, were being slaughtered by wholesale. What must 
be the outcome? The Indians knew the answer only too 


well. 

The Ravenhead Indian tribe fought bravely, but yielding 
at last to an over-whelming power, they accepted peace 
and the white man’s promise that the broad acreage given 
to them to be their own forever, would be defended by the 
government at Washington against any and all who sought 
to molest the Ravenheads in peaceful possession. 

Speaking for his people, the great chief, Last Elk said: 
“The words of a great brave are short, but they last 
through all the moons of time.” 

A foremost agency by which the government sought to 
make its words as lasting as the Ravenheads rightfully ex- 
pected the words of a great brave to be, was the Texas 
Rangers. Sam Morgan was one of them; and when he 
found some white men wholly disregarding the Indians’ 
rights, he said brusquely, ‘‘It isn’t healthy for reservation 
jumpers around these part! Put up your hands!” A con- 
federate of he reservation jumper fired from behind a tree, 
and death came swiftly to Captain Sam Morgan. Tom, his 
young son, sped to his side, and knelt down by his dying 
father. Seeing the tears in the youngsters eyes, Sam 
Morgan said, ‘‘Be brave, son. Some day you’ll be a Texas 
Ranger.” ‘‘I want to be just like you, dad,” said the boy. 
And dying, his father breathed brokenly the words, 
“Good! The Indians need protection. Help them all you 
can.” 

So at an early age Tom was a ranger. Promotion came, 
and as the adjutant pinned on Tom’s breast the badge 
which had been Sam’s, he said: “If your father could see 
you today, Tom, he would be proud to know you have suc- 
cessfully carried out his traditions — those of the Texas 
Rangers. If your Indian friends on the Ravenhead reserva- 
tion had anything to say about it they'd make you gover- 
nor of the state.” The adjutant is right. Tom Morgan had 
many friends among the Ravenheads, and with the excep- 
tion of the evil-tempered Longboat, they valued him as a 
brother. 

Featherfoot, one of Tom’s friends at the Indian agent’s 
office had the job of carrying in his contribution of four 
hundred and fifty dollars toward the much larger total the 
Ravenheads are collecting for the purchase of tractors. We 
find Longboat, Chief Black Wing and Mr. Adams, the 
agent, counting into an express messenger box the coin and 
currency. ““Black Wing, your people should be proud of 
what they have done,” says Mr. Adams. Black Wing nods 
and snaps a padlock on the express box. The heavy box is 
placed in a car, and Featherfoot with two other Indians set 
out for El Paso. Adams returns to his office and is inspec- 
ting his books when Captain Tom Morgan arrives. 
“Tom,” says the agent, ‘‘your plan worked find. The In- 
dians have raised twenty-eight thousand dollars for farm 
equipment and tractors. Featherfoot is on his way to take 
delivery of the machinery.” 

Tom is concerned over the possiblity that Featherfoot 
may be robbed and sets out on Tony, his horse, to try and 
overtake him. Some miles beyond the reservation he spies 
the car standing at the side of the road. As Tom gallops up 
he sees two bodies slumped over the side of the car. Near- 
by, he finds Featherfoot wounded and weak. Tom kneels 
beside him, ‘‘Who did this?” he asks quietly. ““White men 
ride away,” Featherfoot replies and motions the direction 
of their flight as he sinks back. “If you can rest here,” says 
Tom, “Pil not lose a minute.’’ Morgan knowing the coun- 
try well heads for a cave in the rocky foothills. 

As Tom silently arrives at the cave, four gunmen are 
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dividing their loot. Tom spots their horses near the cave, 
and proceeds to tie the lariats hanging from the saddles to 
the tree that shelters the animals. Moving away he kindles 
a small fire and tosses in some cartridges, then conceals 
himself. In a few moments the exploding powder brings 
the bandits peering cautiously from the mouth of the cave, 
each with gun in hand. In the distance they spot Tony 
galloping away. Feeling confident that Tom is on Tony, 
the four gunmen emerge from the cave and proceed to 
their horses. Not noticing that the lariats have been tied to 
the tree, they swing onto their horses, but as the animals 
leaped to the urging of spurs, every saddle is twisted and 
the unsuspecting riders are thrown to the ground. ‘‘Happy 
landing b oys!’’ says Tom, his gun covering them. Ray- 
mond, the bandit leader attempts to draw his weapon, but 
before it can be raised Morgan sends a bullet which knocks 
it from his hand. “That's about enough of that,” says 
Tom quietly. ‘‘Get up, all of you, and watch your step! 
We're taking that money back to the reservation.” 

A few days later with the imposing ceremonials of the 
ancient Indian customs, Tom is adopted into the 
Ravenhead tribe. From the window of Black Wing’s living 
quarters, Ruth, the young daughter of the chief, witnesses 
the ceremony with approving interest. From a dresser- 
drawer she takes a handsome beaded gun-belt. Looking in 
the mirror, Ruth sees Longboat enter the room behind her 
and instinctively conceals the belt behind her. ‘‘Why is it 
that Longboat does not stay to complete the welcome of 
the white brother?” the girl asks. “The dauther of Black 
Wing works her fingers to make welcome for him,” 
jealously replies the Indian, craning his neck to see what 
Ruth is hiding. Ruth walks past Longboat and leaves the 
room, whereupon, the Indian leaves also. Outside, Tom is 
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receiving the congratulations of Adams, and August 
Zaroff, owner of the Zaroff Oil Company. As Zaroff 
turns away to enter his automobile he sends a coded signal 
to Longboat by tapping a cigaret on a polished cigaret 
case; Longboat acknowledges the signal by nodding slight- 
ly. Greeting Tom pleasantly, Ruth places the beaded-belt 
around his waist. 

As Zaroff arrives at his ranch he is greeted by Carlton, 
his right-hand man. ‘‘What happened at the reservation?” 
he inquires. ‘‘Plenty. Morgan was made a chief.” Bad!” 
Hard to get the Indians off the reservation now.” Both 
men seem worried. In a few moments a buzzing sound is 
heard and a light above an oil painting on the wall flashes a 
signal. Zaroff swinging the painting exposes a penograph. 
As a switch is closed, a message appears: ‘‘We hold con- 
tract for two hundred tons of X-94. Other Europeon 
orders pending.” ‘‘Better than getting oil out of the 
ground, isn’t it?” exclaims Zaroff. “And to think that the 
richest deposits of X-94 are on the Ravenhead reservation, 
and unitl we get the Indians off we can never mine large 
quanitites!’’ Zaroff and Carlton then proceed to an inno- 
cent looking tool shack at the base of one of his oil der- 
ricks. Once inside Zaroff draws a bolt from a bare wall, 
and at once a door in the wall swings open revealing a 
flight of steps going down. The two men descend and greet 
Metzger, a scientist in explosives, at work in a laboratory 
laden with equipment of research in chemistry. ‘‘Look!’’ 
sayd Metzger, ‘‘the next war will be won with bullets like 
these,” indicating some deadly looking pellets which lay 
before him. ‘‘There’s enough X-94 in each of them to give 
every one the explosive power of a three-inch shell.” 
Zaroff then fires an explosive bullet which tears a rock pile 
to bits. 


Carlton informs Zaroff that Longboat is calling for him 
on the secret phone. Zaroff is informed that Tom Morgan 
ha told Black Wing not to move the tribe. “You tell your 
people and Black Wing the reservation is cursed,” says 
Zaroff. ‘You’ve got to scare your people off the reserva- 
tion! Get me?” Metzger informs Zaroff that the Firebird 
will be ready for use the following day. 

Later, as an elderly Indian is working on a rug at the 
reservation, he is amazed to discover smoke rising form the 
part he has finished. Several other similar incidents occur 
and the superstitious Indians are fast becoming convinced 
that they are cursed by the Firebird. However, Longboat 
tries in vain to convince Black Wing that the Indians must 
leave the reservation. 

Through binocular Zaroff and Carlton watch the 
destructive work done by means of sunray condensers and 
powerful reflectors mounted at the top of an oil derrick. 
“Today, the Indians tasted the tongue of the Firebird. 
Tonight, they will feel its claws; Zaroff holds in his hand a 
model of a full-sized rocket glider that Metzger has ready 
in teh cave.” 

Later, Black Wing concerned about his people, meets 
with Tom Morgan at the chief’s home. As they talk their 
disucssion is interrupted by an eerie wail, and shortly, an 
Indian is discovered on the ground, his clothes torn from 
his back. “The Firebird’s claws,’’ he moaned. Without a 
word Morgan mounts Tony and dashes off in the direction 
of the wailing sounds. Tom is trailed by Longboat whom 
he soon discovers on the trail behind him. ‘‘Longboat 


trails Firebird,’’ explains the lying half-breed. 

Zaroff and his aides develop a plan whereby Chapman, 
a henchman, is to be disguised as an Indian, shoot Morgan 
with an arrow, and escape by meeting Morley, another 
henchman, who is driving an oil truck to El Paso secretly 
loaded with X-94. A tragedy occurs when Black Wing is 
killed at the agency office by the arrow intended for Tom. 
Chapman is quickly pursued by Tom, and both are watch- 
ed by a quartet of Zaroff’s villains; Vining, Sewell, Hat- 
ton, and Davis. ‘‘Anyway, these X-94 bullets will get 
him,” says Vining. A few seconds later two frightful ex- 
plosions tear up the earth close to the speeding Tony. 
Morgan pulls to a quick halt, and seeing where the shots 
had come from speeds off in a different direction. Riding 
under a tree, he leaps from the saddle to an overhanging 
branch. As Vining and the gang race under the tree, Tom 
drops down on the unsuspecting Hatton, dragging him 
from the saddle. A few seconds later, and Morgan is off on 
Hatton’s horse speeding after Chapman. 

Topping a rise, Morgan spies Chapman in his Indian 
disguise, making for the Zaroff Oil Company truck on the 
road ahead. Chapman leaps on the truck and sends a shot 
after Morgan who is rapidly closing on the truck. Morgan 
returns the fire, and in the next moment Chapman’s gun is 
sent flying from his hand. A flying leap takes Tom from 
the saddle to the machine. The two men struggle in the 
cramped cab, and suddenly, the pipe line for the air brakes 
is torn asunder by threshing feet. Morley, screaming that 
the brakes are gone, leaps from the cab while Tom and 


Chapman continue to fight on. Finally, Chapman attempts 
to seize Tom’s gun from its holster, but Morgan lands an 
uppercut which sends the killer flying from the cab. Mean- 
time, Vining and his thugs have discovered that Hatton has 
been captured by Morgan, and turn back only to discover 
the runaway truck, and see Morley leap from the cab. Vin- 
ing grins as he raises his rifle. “Man! You’ll blow the truck 
to smithereens, sure!’’ protests Sewell. “What do we care? 
Zaroff told us to get Morgan!’’ Suddenly, a rifle cracks. 
With a flash of fire and deafening roar the thundering 
truck ends its mad flight — a frightful and total wreck. 


Chapter 2: The Firebird Strikes 


Tom is safe, having escaped from the truck just before 
Vining’s rifle shot blows it to bits. In order to avoid being 
killed, he jumped from the cab into a ravine where he lies 
stunned but not seriously hurt. While Tom has been oc- 
cupied by Vining and the runaway truck, Tony has return- 
ed to Headquarters, and by pawing on the steps, indicated 
that something had befalled Tom Morgan. The Rangers 
quickly mount their horses and proceed to follow Tony. 
Vining and his gang failing to detect Morgan as he jumped 
from the cab, believe he has been blown up with the truck. 

As Tom recovers and struggles up the steep bank, he 
meets the four Rangers led by Tony. “т all right, but the 
man who killed Black Wing is back along the road 
somewhere. That is, if his pals haven’t picked him up. 
There were three of them on bay horses. You boys find 
them. I’m on another clue.”’ 

Inspecting the wrecked truck, Tom then mounts Tony 
and sets off to see Zaroff. At Zaroff’s ranch we find 
Morley just reporting how the chief ranger had been blown 
to eternity. Zaroff is elated and says: “We’ll be able to 
mine Х-94 by the carload.’’ Suddenly, as he gazes through 
a window, he is amazed to see Tom dismounting at the 
door. Zaroff turns to speak with Morley as Carlton goes to 
greet the ranger and ushers him in as if nothing is wront. 
Morgan asks Zaroff is his driver can explain the blowing 
up of the truck. Morley explains that he was held up by an 
Indian, and boarded by Morgan; then the air brakes 
broke. “Who was the Indian, Tom?” asks Zaroff. ““Chief 
Black Wing’s murderer,” replies Morgan. Zaroff and the 
others feign surprise. Carlton suggests to Tom that Emil 
Janes would benefit if the Indians were forced to move to 
land that he owns on the other side of the mountain. Final- 
ly, Tom leaves knowing that he is not going to get the in- 
formation that he seeks. 

Riding to the reservation, Tom finds Longboat in the 
midst of telling the Indians that they should leave because 
of the Firebird, and that they should abandon their homes. 
Ruth, Adams, and Janes are in the agency listening to 
Longboat, as Tom rides up. Morgan advises Longboat to 
stop talking life he is, and informs him that he will find the 
slayer of Black Wing. Featherfoot informs Tom that they 
will give him two mroe days to find the slayer. Tom goes 
into the agency office where Ruth informs him that the ar- 
row that killed Black Wing was not made by a Ravenhead 
Indian. Going to examine the arrow they discover it is 
missing. ‘‘Was there anyone here?’? Tom asks. “Only 
Emil Janes. Surely...’’ ‘‘He sells arrows,’’ says Morgan. 
Concerned, Tom mounts Tony and quickly dashes off 
after the automobile in which he has seen the trader drive 


away. 


Longboat, observing Morgan’s quick departure from 
the reservation, calls Zaroff from the secret phone hidden 
in the brush to inform him that Janes has taken the arrow 
and that Morgan was following him. Zaroff orders 
Cariton to: ‘‘Send Chapman to Janes’ store. Get that ar- 
row! Chapman’s finger prints are on it.” 

At the trading establishment, Janes is accusing his clerk, 
Stelter. ‘‘Didn’t you take this arrow out of stock and kill 
Black Wing?’’ Janes demands. Stelter is dumbounded by 
the accusation but before both men can answer, they hear 
a horse arriving outside the store. 

Entering, Tom greets the clerk, “I want to see Mr. 
Janes.” Disregarding the protesting clerk, Tom attempts 
to enter Janes’ office but is met at the door by the trader. 
Morgan asks to see the arrow, whereupon, Janes denies 
any knowledge. Tom searches the trader’s office but to no 
avail. Noticing an open window, Tom surmises that so- 
meone has stolen the arrow from Janes’ office. Overhear- 
ing Janes and STelter talking about the missing arrow, 
Tom’s suspicions are confirmde. Suddenly, he sees Chap- 
man speeding off across open country and leaping on 
Tony, he is off in pursuit. Chapman seing that Morgan is 
following, throws the arrow in dense brush, and abruptly 
changes course, forcing his horse up a steep embankment. 
Tom sensing Chapman’s direction, takes a short-cut and in 
a few minutes has the killer pulled from his saddle by a 
lariat. 

Chapman denies any knowledge of the arrow, 
whereupon, Tom decides on a bold scheme. He ties Chap- 
man’s arms securely together, makes him mount his horse, 
and then drapes himself over the saddle pommel. "Now go 
on, and one falsel move, will be your last,” advises Tom. 
At the cave, Vining and his comrades soon see Chapman 
riding up with Tom, apparently a prisoner. ‘‘Good work, 
Chapman!” Vining calls, but in a flash, Morgan slipped 
down from the horse, and has the group covered with his 
gun. Disarming the thugs, Tom spies the rocket glider sit- 
ting on its catapult track. ‘‘So, that’s the Firebird!’’ he ex- 
claims. Because he is momentarily interested in the glider, 
Chapman is able to sieze the opportunity to come charging 
down on Tom from his horse. Morgan springs aside, but 
Vining gives the ranger a blow that staggers him. The other 
gangsters pile in the melee and a furious fight begins. 

As Tom and Hatton are going to it, Sewell jumps on his 
back and all three men move closer to the glider. With a 
leap, Vining jumps in the cockpit. Morgan scrambles after 
him when he is suddenly hit by a rock thrown by Hatton. 
Vining escapes out the other side of the glider. As Hatton 
throws the rock at Tom, his body slumps to the ground, 
and accidently hits the control lever for the catapult by 
which the Firebird is shot into the air. In another second 
there is a moaning wail and the Firebird zooms skyward 
with Tom in the cockpit. “Notify Zaroff! Hatton yells 
hoarsely, and Vining scrambles for the secret telephone. 
Zaroff answers the call. “What 一 Morgan on the glider?”’ 
A fiendish smile lights up his face. He races for the table 
holding the wireless control of the glider. “Morgan's on 
his last ride,’’ he says to Carlton. 


THE MIRACLE RIDER (continued on page 11) 
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E world wide for more than six years. 


FOR THE 
PRICE OF 


x 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO THE BIG REEL, 
WE WILL SEND You THE VIDEO SCENE 
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Chapter 3: The Flying Knife MIRACLE RIDER 


In the glider cockpit, Morgan is revived by the quick 
rush of air. Looking out on the familiar country below he 
is momentarily gripped by terror, and involuntarily begins 
to search the cockpit. Locating a parachute, in a moment 
he has bailed out, while the glider, rapidly descending, 
rams violently into a hillside. Upon landing, Tom’s 
parachute catches in the branches of a tree, however, he is 
quickly able to swing over to a branch and let himself 
down to the ground. 

Meanwhile, at the Zaroff ranch there is much excite- 
ment. Zaroff calls his henchmen at the cave, and informs 
them that he has crashed Morgan and to find the wreckage 
of the glider and hide it. Smirkingly, he informs Carlton: 
“With that ranger out of the way, Longboat should be 
able to talk the tribe into moving off the reservation 
without much trouble.’’ Suddenly, a code message is flash- 
ed on the penograph requesting large quantities of X-94. 
Zaroff informs Carlton to wireless an answer: ‘‘Shipping 
two hundred tons very soon, and weekly thereafter.” 
Zaroff’s pleasant reflections are interrupted by the coming 
of Longboat, who he informs of Morgan’s finish. 
Longboat seeing himself chief of the tribe, rides away 
dreaming of his glory. 

At that moment, Tom, with Tony close beside are mak- 
ing a close examination of the glider wreckage. Suddenly, 
his attention is centered on a coil box having the name 
plate: Emil Janes, Distributor. Morgan quickly removes 
the name plate and mounting Tony, heads for the Janes’ 
store. Arriving at the store, Tom brushes aside Stelter and 
enters Janes’ private office. “Sit down.” says Janes 
greeting him. ‘‘Cut out the posing! Why are you trying to 
run the Indians off the reservation?’’ demands Morgan. 
“But I’m not!” Janes declares. Informing Janes about his 
land on the other side of the mountains and how he would 
have much to gain if the Indians should move, Tom ac- 
cuses him of being responsible for Black Wing’s death. 
“‘Here’s you name, right off the wreck of the Firebird!” 
Tom shows him the name plate. ‘‘I sell lots of those coil 
boxes,” Janes exclaims. I’m not through yet, Janes,” 
Morgan warns and leaves the office. On the way out he 
meets Ruth who has been searching for him. Ruth informs 
Tom that Longboat is telling the Indians the Firebird is 
about to strike again. They want to leave the reservation 
and Mr. Adams can do nothing with them. ‘‘I think we 
can,” Morgan replies, ‘‘we can show them the wreckage of 
the Firebird. It’s in Brush Canyon. We’ll drag it right to 
the reservation.” 

While Tom and Ruth are talking they are being 
overheard by the crafty Stelter. As soon as they have 
departed, Stelter reports every word to Janes. ‘‘If the In- 
dians see the glider, I’ll never sell my land. If something 
happened to Morgan, about now, the Firebird could be 
blamed,’’ Janes informs Stelter. Janes then telephones to 
his own gunmen in a secluded shack in the mountains. He 
talks with a renegade named Bruner and his associates 
named Crossman, Mort and Wolf. Bruner informs the 
men that they have the job of stopping Morgan and the 
four mount their horses and ride off. Bruner posts Mort 
and Crossman ina thicket. Riding with Wolf he heads over 
another rise. Suddenly, Mort and Crossman hear the ap- 
proach of Tom and Ruth heading for the wrecked glider. 

As the two come into view, both thugs fire, their bullets 
striking close to the two riders. In a second Tom and Ruth 


are turned and off at high speed. Bruner and Wolf are 
alerted by the firing and quickly spur after the ranger and 
the girl, who have but little lead. With clever maneuvering 
Tom is able to momentarily conceal himself and Ruth. Ad- 
vising Ruth to meet him at Dry Creek the two split up and 
go in different directions. Tom is successful in drawing the 
attention of the gangsters and single file they head after 
him. Shortly, he heads Tony to the concealment of a great 
boulder as three of the pursuers race past. Mort bringing 
up the rear is suddenly snaked from his horse as Morgan 
rides into the open, the well-trained Tony keeping the 
lariat taut. Dismounting, Tom starts to tie up Mort, but 
before he can finish his three pals come pounding back in 
search of him. Racing bullets, Tom is off on Tony and 
ducking behind several boulders manages to elude Bruner 
and Wolf. A few minutes later, an amused look on his 
face, he looks down on all four men from the top of a high 
rock. Bounding down from the top of the rock, he leaps on 
Mort’s horse and is quickly out of range but not un- 
discovered. Bruner and Wolf mounted and with guns 
drawn renew the chase from which they had just been 
diverted by the ranger’s audacity. Tom, rounding a bend, 
sends a rope flying over a high stump and paying out the 
line lets it lie across the trail, hiding himself in a thick 
brush. GUns in hand, Bruner and Wolf tear around the 
bend and instantly they meet with a waist high rope — 
both go spinning from their horses. Following Tom, Tony 
has come on at full gallop. Seeing him, Tom in a flash is 
off of Mort’s horse and on Tony, pony express fashion, 
and soon is far out of range. 

Arriving at Dry Creek, Tom greets Ruth and together 
they ride to the scene of the glider’s crash. ‘‘IT’s gone!” 
exclaims Tom. ‘‘Somebody was in a great hurry to get it 
away from here! Here's a piece of fabric they 
overlooked.’’ (Tom removes a piece of cloth from a bush). 
Tom advises Ruth to bring help from the reservation and 
to meet him at Old Indian Cave on Dark Mountain where 
the believes they will find the Firebird. 

Zaroff’s men have lost no time in visiting the scene of 
the glider’s crash. Instead of a dead ranger, they have 
found a dangling parachute and quickly they have inform- 
ed Zaroff. Zaroff is furious and worried that Morgan will 
find the glider at the cave and tell the Indians. He notifies 
Carlton to tell the men that Morgan must not leave the 
cave alive. Meanwhile, Vining, Hatton, and Sewell have 
dragged the glider wreckage to the cave and pushed the 
machine into a remote extension of the cavern. Smoothing 
away every footprint, they spray a cobweb across the 
passageway using a web-making machine. As the job is 
nearing completion Morley takes a call on the secret 
telephone. ‘‘The boss wants us to give Morgan a 
reception,”” he announces. The thugs develop a plan 
whereby they will set off an explosion as Morgan comes in- 
to view and Sewell will rush out, as if he had escaped by a 
miracle, thus putting the ranger off guard. X-94 is planted 
and wired for action, and Sewell’s face is smeared with dirt 
— others help tear his clothes and secure themselves in safe 
cover. Tom Morgan approaching the cave observes five 
horses partially concealed near the entrance, and dismoun- 
ting, approaches the cave on foot. Moments later an explo- 
sion fills the air with debris and smoke, and Sewell, torn 
and dirty, comes staggering toward him. Sewell collapsed 
on the ground, is shaken in a moment as Morgan gives him 
a brisk kick. ‘‘Get up!’’ Morgan orders. Placing Sewell in 
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front of him as a shield, Tom advances to the cave en- 
trance. Nervous, Vining fires without regard for Sewell 
who barely escapes being hit by ducking and rolling out of 
the way. Morgan leaps instantly to the protection of a rock 
and brings his own gun into play. Seeking better conceal- 
ment, he moves to a better position. ‘‘We hit him!” ex- 
claims Chapman. ‘‘He’s up to some trick,” replies Vining. 
Tom spots a high ledge and after a hard struggle finally 
stretches himself flat upon it. Vining and Chapman 
cautiously advance from cover. Morgan’s plan is to get 
them into the open where he can get the drop on both; 
however, suddenly a stone is accidentally dislodged and 
clatters down from the ledge to the cave floor. ‘‘He’s up 
there! On that ledge! Let him have it!’’ the two gangsters 
exclaim. As they send a volly of lead to the ledge, Morley 
and Hatton join in. Crouching above, Morgan attempts to 
fire but in an instant stiffens and falls. 


Chapter 4: A Race With Death 


Just before the bullets spatter the ledge, Tom leaps down 
and is out of range. The gangsters thinking they have got 
him are surprised when they hear a shot in their direction 
and are sent scurrying for cover. Shots are exchanged from 
behind rocks and Tom shoots the gun out of Vining’s 
hand. Meanwhile, Ruth having reached the agency office, 
reports to Mr. Adams that Tom is intending to bring the 
Firebird to the reservation but is in a fight at the cave. 
Longboat overhearing the message starts to leave the office 
when he is stopped by Adams. Explaining that he is going 
to help his white brother he is joined by Ruth, Featherfoot 
and others. Ruth orders them to bring a wagon and the rest 
of the party will go on ahead. Before joining the party, 
Longboat secretly phones Zaroff to tell him what is going 
on. Zaroff and Carlton are disturbed and decide to get 
word to their men at the cave. 

Zaroff calls the cave on the secret telephone and at last, 
after dodging bullets, Vining reaches the receiver hidden 
behind a rock. Yelling to his coharts behind the rocks he 
informs them that the: ‘‘boss says get out of here.” Telling 
Morley to keep Morgan busy, Vining and the others head 
for their horses. Their movements are speeded up as they 
notice the Indians approaching, and gathering at the 
moutth of the cave, they are joined by Morley as they ride 


away. 


Tom, puzzled as the firing stops, moves out of the cave 
where he meets Ruth and the Indians. Ruth asks him if he 
has found the Firebird, whereupon, Tom replies that he 
has been kind of busy, but that ht is sure that it is in the 
cave. Morgan leads Ruth and the Indians into the cave and 
proposes to split up the party and search the entire cave. 
Soon, unable to locate anything, Featherfoot exclaims: 
“Look everywhere; but no Firebird.” ‘‘Maybe Firebird 
not dead,” hints Longboat. Morgan overhearing the con- 
versation proclaims that the Firebird IS dead, however, 
Longboat demands that he produce it’d body. Tom ignor- 
ing the protesting Longboat spies what seems to be spider 
webs across the mouth of a passage leading deeper into the 
cave. Examining the spider web, his foot touches 
something in the sand. 

Tom picking up the cobweb machine, fingers the 
sprayer, touches the trigger, and to the astonishment of all, 
a spray of cobweb floats into the air. ‘‘There’s your 
spider!’ Tom exclaims. Brushing aside the web, Tom and 
the Indians enter the passageway and discover the wreck of 
the Firebird. The Indians are temporarily frightened as 
Tom accidently shoves the machine and touches off the 
siren. Unfortunately, the wailing sound also reaches Vin- 
ing and his gang who are hiding nearby. ‘‘They’ve found 
it!’’ exclaims Vining and he sends Hatton and chapman to 
keep an eye on the cave. Withthe other two he mounts and 
heads for the ranch to report to Zaroff. 

Pushing the Firebird out of the cave, Tom and the In- 
dians tie it on the wagon that they have brought along. At 
a signal from Morgan, the party forms aa guard around 
the wagon and heads for the reservation. From hiding, 
Chapman and Hatton look on despairingly. Soon they 
head for the cave to telephone Zaroff and report what they 
had seen. Meanwhile, Zaroff has been informed by Morley 
that the Indians have found the glider. When informs by 
Hatton that the glider is enroute to the reservation, Zaroff 
swears: ‘‘I’ll stop them!’’ He informs Morley to take the 
men he needs and join Hatton and Chapman — ‘‘make 
sure that the glider never reaches the reservation!” 


THE MIRACLE RIDER (continued on page 14) 
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Zaroff’s men joined by Hatton and Chapman commence 
trailing the glider, loaded on Joe Pole’s wagon. They have 
developed a plan whereby Vining and the rest are to go for- 
ward and by attack draw the Indian party from the glider, 
Hatton would be ready to reach the machine and destroy 
it, also the wagon, if need be. The procession moves 
through rough country with Tom and Ruth in the lead, on 
the lookout for an ambush. 

After riding rapidly, Vining and his gang cut down a 
stiff embankment in advance of the glider and its convoy. 
Vining orders his men to dismount in order to surprise 
them as they come through the pass and to hold their fire 
until he orders them to shoot. Suddenly, a shot clips a 
branch at Tom’s side and he quickly rides to the wagon. 
Ordering the driver to turn around, he gallops back to 
Ruth and takes her to the shelter of a boulder. The Ranger 
sends Ruth to go with the wagon while with the other In- 
dians he heads for the attacking party. Meanwhile, Hatton 
has caught up with the fleeing wagon and he sends s shot at 
the driver, Joe Pole, who slumps down in the seat as he br- 
ings the horses to a stop. As Hatton attempts to board the 
wagon, Pole is upon him and they both fall heavily to the 
ground. Ruth arrives at full speed and deciding to help 
Joe, she springs to the wagon and presses the siren button 
of the glider. Suddenly, Hatton flattens Joe with a blow 
and jumps on the wagon determined to stop the siren. See- 
ing his intention, Ruth seizes the reins and urges the horses 
forward. Hatton is quickly beside her and as the two scuf- 
fle she is thrown to the box of the wagon. Her head strikes 
the metal of the wrecked glider knocking her unconscious. 
Yatton hastily strikes a match and lights the fabric of the 
glider, in a few moments the wreckage is a mass of leaping 
flames. 

Meanwhile, the fight between the gunmen and the In- 
dians continues. An outlaw attempts to shoot Featherfoot 
when his gun jams, but Morgan fires sending the man reel- 
ing from the rock on which he is perched. At that moment 
the sound of the glider siren breaks the air. Telling 
Featherfoot to keep up the fight, Tom mounts Tony and 
heads for the wagon. Hatton, seeing Tom in pursuit, 
quickly ducks for cover. The wagon horses terrified by the 
smoke are running wild fanning the fire into a roaring fur- 
nace. From his spot in the brush, Hatton observes Morgan 
trying to catch the wagon and when he is within range, he 
fires. The Ranger tumbles from his saddle and flying over 
a low embankment his body lies motionless. Almost 
obscured by smoke and flame, the wagon is no far away, 
hot tongues of fire leaping into the air, and Ruth lies un- 
conscious in the midst of the wreckage. 


Chapter 5: Double-Barreled Doom 


Tom has only pretended to be hit and has completely 
deceived Hatton. Getting to his feet, he sees Hatton riding 
away; a whistle brings Tony and in a second he is riding 
hard to overtake Ruth. Meanwhile, Ruth has regained con- 
sciousness and has climbed into the drivers seat. Unable to 
stop the wagon, she is soon transferred into the waiting 
arms of Tom Morgan who has caught up and is riding 
alongside the runaway wagon. Stopping, Tom lets Ruth 
off and rides after the flaming wagon but before he can 
reach it a broken kingpin causes the wagon to separate and 
the team is left dragging only the front wheels. The horses 
are quickly brought under control by means of a lariat. 

When Tom and Ruth return to the reservation they find 
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Longboat at the agency. Longboat has again been telling 
the Indians that the Firebird is not dead. After a scolding 
from Ruth he leaves and Trader Janes arrives. At the urg- 
ing of Adams, Janes reveals his concern that his eastern 
buyers are complaining of the goods the Indians are turn- 
ing out. He also feels that the Indians ought to move to 
better land and return to farming. Angrily, Tom tells him 
that if he has to, he will take the Indian goods to town and 
sell them himself. ‘‘I wish you luck,” snarls Janes, and 
departs. Tom tells Ruth that this part of his plan and to let 
it be known to Janes that he is going to take some Indian 
goods to town. 

At his store Janes informs Stelter, his clerk, that he does 
not intend to let Morgan take goods to the city merchants. 
Stelter agrees, and with plans of his own, says; “I must 
take your car and make a delivery or two.” He then drives 
to Zaroff’s office and reports on the plans of Janes. Zaroff 
has already learned from his spies that Tom is starting off 
with a truckload of Indian goods. ‘‘If anything happened 
to that truck, Janes would be sure to get the blame,” 
Zaroff tells Stelter. “I want to borrow Jane's car. We’ll get 
it back to him — with the ranger trailing!”” 

Not long afterward, Sewell, Vining and other Zaroff 
thugs are headed away in the Janes’ car, prepared to in- 
tercept any truck Morgan sends to the city. Shortly after 
hiding along the road they spy Joe Pole coming with his 
truck. Suddenly, Joe is confronted in the road by a sign: 
“Indians not wanted here.” Stopping, he is approached by 
Vining who informs him to get going and that they will 
take care of his truck. Suddenly, the thugs are surprised as 
Rangers Burnett, Rogers, McLean, and Nash emerge from 
under a blanket in the truck, and a fight ensues as they 
hastely retreat to the bushes. Shortly, they discover 
Morgan approaching the fight scene on Tony. ‘‘Beat it to 
the car! Morgan alone will follow us,’’ says Vining, and 
the thugs disperse. As the firing ceases, Tom sees the car 
leaving the scene and recognizes it as belonging to Janes. 
Telling the rangers to head for town, he races across coun- 
try intent on cutting the gangsters off. 

Reaching the village before Morgan, the thugs unload 
and shortly Sewell brings the car to a skidding stop at 
Janes’ store. Sewell entering the rear door of the trading 
store informs Stelter that Morgan has fallen for the trick 
and is following him. ‘‘Swell! Everything’s set upstairs,” 
answers the cler, and sends Sewell hurrying to the rooms 
above. Tom arriving at the store hastens to the nearest 
door — the rear. Finding it locked he pounds on it for ad- 
mis. ‘‘Where’s Janes?” asks Tom. Stelter replies that 
Janes has gone off somewhere in his car, whereupon, Tom 
demands to know who then just arrived in the car. Enter- 
ing the office, Tom hears a muffled sound in the closet. 
With gun in hand he flings the door open and to his 
astonishment finds Janes bound and gagged. ‘‘What hap- 
pened?” he demands. When he has recovered Janes 
reports that he was sitting at his desk when he was hit over 
the head — that’s all he remembers. ‘‘Pretty smooth. Had 
yourself tied up so you’d not be suspected — but it won’t 
work, Janes!’ accuses Тот. ‘‘Don’t think I’m forgetting 
the man I trailed to your door! ГЇЇ find him,” says Tom. 

Stelter smirks as Tom strides back into the store for he 
knows that upstairs Sewell is rigging a deadly trap — a 
shotgun secured to a packing case, a string tied to the trig- 
ger and its other end attached to the knob of the door. 
Anyone entering will be in line for sudden death. Tom 
completes his search of the lower floor and starts up the 
stairs leading to the storage rooms and garret. Sewell hears 


Morgan’s approach and to make sure that Tom continues, 
he deliberately overturns a lot of goods, which fall to the 
floor with a clatter, then by means of a trapdoor, he hastily 
leaves the scene. Tom’s fellow-rangers arrive at the store in 
the reservation truck just in time to hear a loud report of a 
gun somewhere inside. Seeing Tony standing near they 
realize that Tom is there. At that moment Tom has opened 
the door, firing the shot gun trap awaiting him. 


Chapter 6: Thundering Hoofs 


Before opening the door, Tom has stood to one side for 
a quick look into the room. When the door was swung 
open the gun discharged and splintered the spot where he 
might have been standing — after a cautious survey, he 
steps inside. As the shot rings out, the rangers downstairs 
surround the building except for Rogers who enters the 
store at a run. At the same time galloping hoofbeats an- 
nounce the arrival of Ruth. Janes and Stelter have hasten- 
ed to the upstairs rooms where they find Morgan calmly 
searching the place. Opening a window, the ranger calls to 
McLean asking if anyone has come out that way. “No,” 
he replies. As Stelter and Janes enter the room, Janes is ac- 
cused by Tom of planting the trap. ‘‘I was tied up!” Janes 
says hotly. “I know nothing about it!” “Ви the men who 
attacked the reservation truck were using your car!’’ The 
trader seems surprised at this but is ordered by Tom to be 
held for questioning. 

As Janes is fuming, Tom with his hands behind his back, 
transmits a message to Ruth in sign language. She returns a 
slight nod of understanding. Taking the trader outside, 
Tom states that they are going to take Janes to head- 
quarters. Janes is turned over to the other rangers and 
Tom declares his intention of making a further search for 
the man he has trailed to the store. Tom informs Rogers 
that he has signaled Ruth to ride away but to come back 
and keep Stelter engaged while he secretly searches the 
premises. The rangers ride off with Janes. 

Meanwhile, Sewell has found it was far easier to enter 
the lower part of the garret by the trapdoor than it was to 
get out. The door was latched behind him and he can do 
nothing except sweat and wait until he can signal Stelter to 
come to his aid. Finally, Stelter arrives and succeeds in 
opening the jammed door. Just as the door is opened, a 
tinkling bell announces that someone has entered the store 
and Sewell is obliged to get back into the dingy hole while 
Stelter goes to meet the prospective customer. Ruth is the 
one who has entered the store and she informs Stelter that 
she wants to look at dress material — Stelter is frustrated, 
but calm. 

Tom has quietly moved to the rear of the store and by 
standing on Tony and using a garden rake has managed to 
reach an upper window. Entering the attic he hears a shuf- 
fling noise and crouches behind a packing case, listening 
intently. Soon he sees Sewell emerge through the trapdoor, 
gun in hand, and move cautiously toward the door to the 
lower floor. Morgan allows him to pass, and then seizes his 
gun-hand from behind. The gun goes flying and Sewell 
turns like a wildcat — the fight is on. Tom is momentarily 
stunned when hit on the head by some packing cases. 
Sewell grabs the shotgun intending to finish him, but Tom 
recovers and sends the gun flying through a window. Ruth 
and Stelter, still looking at dress goods, hear the crash of 
the breaking glass and rush to the stairway leading to the 
attic storeroom. They arrive just in time to see the ranger 
give Sewell an upper-cut that sends him reeling into a heap 
of junk. 


Sewell is questioned by Tom, but refuses to reveal who is 
behind the attacks on the Indians. Tom asks Ruth to in- 
form the Indians that the man who is trying to drive them 
away is in custody, he then sets out for headquarters, tak- 
ing Sewell with him to join Janes behind bars. 

Badly frightened, Stelter seizes the first opportunity to 
telephone Zaroff. Informed that Janes and Sewell are both 
in jail, Zaroff is worried that Sewell might weaken and tell 
the truth — that he is not working for Janes. To get the In- 
dians into the mess, Zaroff orders that some of his men be 
sent, disguised as Indians, to wreck Janes’ store. Carlton 
sets out to carry out his devilish orders. 

At ranger headquarters, Sewell is having his fingerprints 
taken to be checked, but has still refused to talk. Janes ask- 
ing to see the chief pleads with him to be released. Sewell 
informed that his fingerprints might solve the mystery of 
who killed Black Wing, panicks and is on the verge of in- 
forming on Zaroff when Stelter dashes into the office. 
“The Indians have wrecked the store. They have gone 
crazy!” he cries. Ordering Sewell locked up, Tom dispat- 
ches Rogers and McLean to the trader’s store. Janes 
himself hustles out and joins Stelter in the trader’s car only 
to be taken somewhat aback when Morgan steps on the 
running board, saying: “PII ride with you.” 

An excited crowd is in and about the store when the 
rangers arrive. The place is a sight; windows are broken 
and goods are strewn everywhere. ““Don't step there!” 
Tom suddenly orders Janes, and points to the impring of a 
boot where a flour barrel has been overturned. ‘‘No Indian 
moccasin ever made that, I can assure you.’’ Meanwhile, 
Hatton, with a motorcycle and sidecar in readiness near 
the rangers’ headquarters has been waiting in the brush to 
help Sewell, if possible. Observing all the rangers leave ex- 
cept Burnett, he sneaks to the entrance, and within seconds 
has overpowered the ranger, tied him up and freed Sewell. 
Together they depart in the motorcycle and sidecar. Tony 
restless earlier at Hatton’s approach has jerked free and 
races to the Janes’ store. When Tony arrives at the store, 
Tom is imediately aware of something wrong and in the 
distance sees a motorcycle speeding away from ranger 
headquarters. Mounting Tony he is in immediate pursuit. 
Shortly, from a high bank he spots the motorcycle and tak- 
ing a shortcut; comes near enough to open fire. Sewell 
returns the shots, but as the sidecar skids, a tire goes flat. 
Sewell jumping out of the sidecar orders Hatton to get 
help. Hatton tilts the sidecar off the ground and speeds 
away. In a moment, Tom has caught up with the fleeing 
Sewell and has a lariat over his shoulders — in another ins- 
tant his hands are tied and he is forced to follow on the 
ground behind Tom and Tony. Hatton arrives at the 
Zaroff ranch just as five of the gunmen are getting out of 
their Indian disguises. Informing Vining that Morgan has 
got Sewell, the six men are quickly mounted and dashing 
over the trail. 

From the top of a shale bank, Hatton in the lead, sights 
Tom and his prisoner. Tom spotting the thugs, quickly 
drags Sewell up to the saddle, and orders him to get 
aboard. This brief delay has caused the pursuing gangsters 
to come within gun range, but they dare not fire for fear of 
hitting Sewell who is riding behind Tom. As the chase con- 
tinues, Sewell spots a broken branch overhanging the trail 
ahead. Speeding under the spot, he raises his bound-hands 
over his head, swings his wrists over the broken-off branch 
and is instantly pulled from his seat. Before Tom or Tony 
can sense what has happened, the rope on the rangers 
elbow tightens with a snap, and he also is whisked from the 
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saddle. Coming at full speed, the pursuing gunmen cannot 
stop, and their horses plow over the seemingly lifeless 
ranger. Having fired at Morgan just as Sewell swung off to 
the broken branch, Morley and the other gangsters believe 
their shot has brought the ranger down. Hearing Sewell’s 
frantic cries, they soon have him safely down on the 
ground. Then to their astonishment, Morgan is nowhere to 
be seen. 


Chapter 7: The Dragnet 


The gunmen search for Tom on the trail where he has 
fallen and find he has disappeared. Tom emerges from his 
hiding place and recaptures Sewell who had escaped by sw- 
inging into a tree as he was being returned to ranger head- 
quarters. Tom and Sewell ride away on Tony but soon are 
soon discovered by Chapman who gives the alarm to the 
other gunman and the pursuit begins. Tom and Sewell hide 
in a thicket and the gunmen ride past. The two exchange 
clothes and Tom ties Sewell on Tony and sends him to hea- 
quarters. Vining, the leader of the gunmen, spots the horse 
and rider and assumes that it is Tom Morgan. A search 
begins for Sewell, whom they assume has been left behind. 
Tom observes from his hiding place. 

Hatton discovers a handkerchief near where Tom is 
hiding, but before he can shout his discover he is silenced 
and Tom returns to ranger headquarters on Hatton’s 
horse. Vining, searching for Sewell, discovers Hatton and 
is joined by Morley, another thug. Meanwhile, Tony with 
Sewell tied on, arrives at headquarters and is soon follow- 
ed by Tom. Tom and Sewell again exchange clothes and 
Sewell under questioning refuses to admit who he is work- 
ing for — he is locked up. 

Stelter, a clerk in Janes’ store, observes the capture of 
Sewell at headquarters and rushes to the store to call 
Zaroff. Zaroff talks to his aide, Carlton, and suddenly in- 
forms Stelter to ‘‘leave the county and that he will be taken 
care of.” Zaroff informs Carlton that they have got to get 
a message to Sewell and writes a message on cigarette 
paper. Carlton takes the cigarette paper and makes a 
cigarette with a cigarette machine. 

Carlton visits with Tom Morgan at headquarters, but 
before leaving unnoticed, he flips the half-burned cigarette 
toward Sewell. The message informs Sewell to tell Morgan 
that “Stelter is leaving the country and that he is the 
boss.” Sewell swallows the paper and informs Morgan. 
Morgan leaves Burnett, a fellow ranger, to guard Sewell 
and he and Rogers, another ranger, go to visit Janes at the 
trader’s store. Janes informs Morgan that Stelter has quit 
and left for good. Tom telephones headquarters to set up 
an alarm for Stelter and to broadcast his description to the 
police. Hatton, trying to whisk Stelter away in an 
automobile, finds the roads blockaded. Stelter ducks from 
the car. 

Tom goes to Sewell and demands that he take him to 
Stelter’s hideout. Tom releases Sewell and, together with 
rangers Rogers, Burnett and McLean, they head toward 
the distant hills. Stelter, meanwhile has found his way to 
Zaroff’s ranch and surprises Carlton. Zaroff in the secret 
laboratory is furious as Carlton informs him of Stelter’s 
presence. Pushing aside a protesting Carlton, Stelter enters 
the secret stairway that goes to the hidden laboratory. 
Stelter, suspicious, goes into an adjoining room where he is 
shot and killed by Zaroff. Carlton rushes into the room 
and announces that Sewell is leading the rangers to the 
hide-away shack. 

Zaroff orders Vining to take Stelter’s body to the shack. 


Vining and Morley drive the car with Stelter’s body in itn 
up to the shack. They have just deposited the body when 
they discover Morgan and the rangers approaching up the 
steep trail. Morley fastens a rope to a stanchion in the 
shack window and drops the other end to the ravine below. 
Vining takes the dead man’s gun and fires at the ap- 
proaching rangers. Morley descends the rope while Vining 
is holding off the rangers. Vining puts the gun in the dead 
man’s hands and descends the rope to join Morley at the 
bottom of the ravine; a spiral sent curving up the rope 
causes it to fall at Vining’s feet. The rangers and Sewell 
enter the shack and discover Stelter’s body. Tom fastens a 
rope to the window and begins his descent down the side of 
the ravine. As he is part way down the cliff, a shot rings 
out from below. Vining and Morley have recognized 
Morgan. The ranger speeds his descent, but at a second 
shot, his body is hurled down the rocks below. 


TO BE CON’T NEXT ISSUE IN S.W. 
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“The Lost City” 
(continued from last issue) 


Chapter Six: “Human Beasts” 


As the tiger springs, Natch automatically jumps 
backwards, and both girl and beast end up in the drink. 
Natcha immediately scrambles for the shore, just a few 
feet away, and disappears into the brush before the confus- 
ed animal can reorient itself and go after her again. In the 
meantime, Bruce is facing an enraged Andrews. ‘‘Ya trick- 
ed me, eh? Now — now I gotcha!” Seeing that the one- 
eyed man is too intoxicated to aim or fire the weapon, 
Bruce suddenly attacks, knocking it aside and decking An- 
drews with a single right cross. Things are getting too hot 
for the young engineer, so he sneaks out of the village and 
shortly encounters Natcha on the trail. ‘‘What’s the mat- 
ter?’’, he asks, ‘‘What are you doing here?” “I was on my 
way to get you and the tiger chased me!” “Well, why did 
you leave the Arab camp?’’ ‘‘Father and Gorzo are the 
prisoners there. The Arab chief wants father to make giant 
slaves for him.” “We've got to get your father out of that 
camp at any cost. Come on!’’ Reconnoitering the encamp- 
ment, the two decide on a plan of action. Bruce turns over 
the paralyzer to Natcha for safekeeping. ‘‘But where will 1 
put it, Bruce?” “Let's put it right in here 一 (the side 
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pocket of her riding trousers) cover it up with this 
scarf...Nathca, you're a brave girl.” “Апа you, Bruce...” 
It is still too soon to speak of what the man and the girl 
have come to mean to each other during their many adven- 
tures. The moment passes. Bruce picks up Natcha as if sh 
were too weak to walk and boldly carries here into camp. 

Under pressure from Ben Ali, Manyus admits to 
creating the giants. Ben Ali offers him a partnership in the 
giant business which Manyus refuses as he wishes only to 
help the natives, not exploit them. Ben Ali sends for Nat- 
cha. “Perhaps she can change your mind.” Upon being in- 
formed that the girl is nowhere in camp, the sheik becomes 
enraged when the old scientist admits that he knew of her 
escape all along and orders him removed. Zolok has finally 
located the Arab camp via the TV and radios its location to 
Appolyn, urging him to greater speed. Ben Ali is astonish- 
ed and overjoyed to see Bruce carrying Natcha into his tent 
and helps him to lay her upon the cushions, then summons 
here attendant. “My name is Bruce Gordon, I found this 
girl wandering around in the jungle half-conscious. She 
mentioned something about a camp so I brought her 
here.’? The sheik, so grateful for her return that he does 
not suspect a setup, tells Bruce he is an honored guest. 
“Anything you want, just ask for it.” Ben Ali escorts 
Bruce outside. After they chat for a while, he gives Bruce 
the run of the camp, not knowing he will use it to locate 
Manyus and Jerry, then assigns an Arab to act as his guide. 

Natcha has a bad moment when the attendand, trying to 
revive her, sees the paralyzer protruding from her pocket 
and picks it up. However, the woman is totally ignorant of 
its purpose and, with a shrug, tosses the weapon to some 
cushions at the rear of the tent. Ben Ali reenters. Not really 
wishing to harm the girl, he tries to threaten her so she will 
persuade her father to cooperate. “Мо, Ben Ali, my 
father’s suffered enough.” Bruce's guide, meanwhile, 
shows him into an empty tent and shocks Bruce by saying, 
“What wilst thou have, thy honorable sap?” ‘‘Jerry!!’’ 
Bruce figures they should try to locate Manyus at once, but 
Jerry demurs. ““Yes, but how about Natcha in that old 
geezer’s tent?” “She's got the paralyzing gun.” “Well, I 
hope she starts usin’ it — beginnin’ on that Ban-Anny 
guy!” “Listen now, go and see if the coast is clear. We’ve 
no time to lose. Hurry!’ Few residents are abroad at this 
hour, so Bruce and Jerry take opposite ends of the camp, 
quietly checking tents for Manyus. 

But what of Gorzo and Hugo? The odd couple have 
been bound securely and tossed unceremoniously into an 
empty tent some time back. Gorzo has been waiting for the 
camp to settle down and forget about them and he now 
orders the giant to free himself. Hugo breaks his bonds like 
sewing thread and frees the dwarf, then noiselessly seizes 
the guard just outside their tent, drags him inside, and col- 
dly snaps his neck. Gorzo has been searching through some 
clothing in the tent and just happens to find a burnoose, 
midget-size, which he puts on. He instructs Hugo to re- 
main behind and destroy anyone who enters the tent, 
repeating the order three times. Hugo looks down at the 
ranting dwarf as if he has just noticed him for the first time 
and grins broadly at the order. Making certain he is not 
seen, Gorzo slips from the tent and into the jungle (author’ 
note: despite his many guards, Ben Ali’s security system 
would win no awards for efficiency as just about anyone 
can enter or leave as he chooses.) 

Bruce has already taken care of one guard who had the 
temerity to attack him and, entering the next tent, finds 


Butterfield trussed up and, fortunately, alone at the mo- 
ment. He questions the trader as to Manyus’ whereabouts. 
“I dunno. The chief had Colton shot. Any one of us might 
be next.” “If anything happens to him, you’re to blame.” 
“It was Colton that got him into this mess, but if you'll get 
me out of here, ‘‘I’ll save Manyus and all of us. “Tll get 
my blacks to come back here and wipe out this camp.” 
“Butterfield, | don’t trust you. To make sure, РЇЇ go with 
you.” He frees the trader and they sneak out, unaware that 
even now a guard is informing Ben Ali that the stranger ‘‘is 
looking for giant-maker.” The sheif, furious at being 
tricked again, leaves Natcha, rushes outside bawling 
orders, and gets everyone in sight to start searching tents. 
Despite their efforts to hide behind tents, Bruce and But- 
terfield are spotted by some Arabs who engage them. Jerry 
hears the commotion and joins in. The Arabs are finally 
overcome, but Butterfield has disappeared, so Jerry and 
Bruce split up to find Manyus as quickly as possible. Jerry 
is immediately jumped from behind by an Arab who tries 
his best to strangle him while Bruce decks two more 
guards, then pauses before a tent to gain his bearings. Sud- 
denly Hugo attacks with an unearthly shriek, dragging 
Bruce inside the tent and clamping his huge hands around 
the man’s neck in a savage grip, slowly tightening every se- 
cond, which the young engineer is powerless to break! 


Next: Chapter Seven, ‘‘Spider Меп” 


SERIAL MAILBAG 


Dear Jeff: 

| just learned a short while ago, that in addition to David 
Sharpe, Marshall Reed, Don “Red” Barry and Duncan 
Renaldo, that another serial favorite — Hal Taliaferro pass- 
ed away last year also. He died of pneumonia on February 
12, 1980 at the age of 84. 

| just thought that some of the other readers might like to 
know. 

Sincerely, 


Steve Pellicani 


Dear S.W.: 

Most typographical errors don’t bother me as we are sub- 
ject to such gremblins and Serial World is no exception. 
However one appeared in my article on “Comic/Serial 
Crossovers” in No. 25 which | feel should be corrected. At 
the bottom of the first column on page 20, the text reads: 
“Since Republic gave up serials in 1946...”. A line was drop- 
ped from my original manuscript and it should have read: 
“Since Republic gave up comic characters with Captain 
America and Universal gave up serials in 1946...”. There, 
now | feel better. 

Thanks to Norm’s Nostalgia for the correction on Don 
Winshlow. As | said, | did the article mainly from memory 
and, while I'm not bad in serials, I’m sometimes a little 
vague on which comics | read when. | remember the serials 
& the comic but not necessarily in that order. 

Keep plugging away. 

Sincerely, 


Richard M. Hurst 

Indianapolis, IN 46220 
Limited space does not permit more mail to be 
printed this issue, but “Mailbag” will have more 
good stuff next issue. 
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Serial Lobby Card Auction 


Yup, | know last issue | said we’d have a one sheet auction this time around, but I’ve received many re- 
quests for lobby cards first and what | have to offer is below. There are no minimum bids. Read the 
description of the card and send us a bid with the number of the card and how by that we mean how much 
you’d pay for the card. Highest bid on the card will get it. Send all bids to: Jeff Walton, P.O. Box 64245, 
L.A. Calif. 90064. The auction will be open for six weeks from the day all subscriber copies have been 
mailed out. If your bid is the highest for a card or cards you will be notified by mail and instructions sent 
on how to receive your cards. Next issue will feature our great one sheet auction and following that a 
press book auction. (GEND NO MONEY AT THIS TIME) 


1. KING OF THE ROCKETMEN Ch. 7 Title card signed by Tris Coffin & Don Haggerty. Sepia color 
end slightly torn. A rare card plus signed piece. 

DANGERS OF THE CANADIAN MOUNTED (retitled Legend of Genghis Kahn) color card Jim Ban- 
non Ch. 1 

DANGERS OF THE CANADIAN MOUNTED (retitled Legend of Genghis Kahn) color card outdoor 
scene Jim Bannon Ch. 1. 

DANGERS OF THE CANADIAN MOUNTED Ch. 12 Black 8 White card on train 

KING OF THE CARNIVAL — Harry Lauter Ch. 6 Beach scene 

GHOST RIDERS OF THE WEST — 4 lobby cards B&W Ch. 12 including title card bid on set 
TRADER TOM OF CHINA SEAS — Color card Lauter 8 Aline Towne Ch. 1 

COMMANDO CODY — SOS ICE AGE NUMBER 9 rare color card from early NBC Sat. morning TV 
show 


の ON の の た お о № 


For more details on each card offered send a S.A.E. to the above address. 


9. ADV OF CAPT MARVEL — original COLOR group shot CHAPTER 1. Signed by Billy Batson 
himself (Frank Couglyn) and Whitey (Bill Benedict) very rare. Serious bids only. 


ENTERPRISES 7 
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(213) 390-6564 


SERIAL BROCHURES: These color brochures, 8' x 11, are printed on heavy stock and contain photos and chapter-by-chapter 
synopsis of the following Republic serials: 


ZORRO’S FIGHTING LEGION DRUMS OF FU MANCHU CAPTAIN AMERICA 
ADVENTURES OF RED RYDER KING OF THE MOUNTIES DAREDEVILS OF THE WEST 
THE PURPLE MONSTER STRIKES DAREDEVILS OF THE RED CIRCLE SPY SMASHER 


The above brochures are priced at $4.00 each plus .90° postage on each brochure ordered. 


SERIAL STILLS: Kirk Alyn in “Superman”; Robert Lowery and Johnny Duncan in “Batman and Robin”; Kane Richmond in “Spy 
Smasher”; Joan Woodbury in “Brenda Starr, Reporter”; John Carroll and Helen Christian in “Zorro Rides Again”; Linda Stirling in 
“Zorro’s Black Whip”; Buster Crabbe, Charles Middleton and Wheeler Oakman in “Flash Gordon's Trip To Mars”; Bill Elliott and 
Carmen Morales in “Valley of Vanishing Меп”; Buck Jones and Dorothy Fay in “White Eagle”; Scott Kolk and Jean Rogers in 
“Secret Agent Х-9”'; Victor Jory in “The Shadow”. All are priced at $2.25 each. 


WESTERN STILLS: John Wayne (3); Clint Eastwood (2); Ronald Reagan; James Stewart; Glenn Ford; Lee Marvin; Charles Starett as 
The Durango Kid with Smiley Burnette; John Wayne, Ray Corrigan and Max Terhune as The Three Mesquiteers; Tom Tyler, Bob 
Steele and Jimmie Dodd as The Three Mesquiteers; Roy Rogers; Gene Autry; William Boyd as Hopalong Cassidy; Allan Lane; Gary 
Cooper; Robert Redford; Tom Mix and Louise Lovely in "The Feud”; Errol Flynn; Randolph Scott; Tex Ritter; Johnny Mack Brown, 
Nell O’Day and Fuzzy Knight; Rex Allen. All are priced at $2.25 each. 


HORROR STILLS: Henry Hull in “Werewolf of London” (2); Humphrey Bogart in “Return of Doctor X” (2); Frederic March in “Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” (2); Boris Karloff in “Frankenstein” (4); Boris Karloff and Elsa Lancaster in “The Bride of Frankenstein” Boris 
Karloff and Bela Lugosi іп “Son of Frankenstein”; Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi and Basil Rathbone in “Son of Frankenstein”; Lon 
Chaney in “The Wolf Man”; Lon Chaney and Evelyn Ankers in “The Wolf Man”; Lon Chaney and Bela Lugosi in “Frankenstein Meets 
the Wolf Man”; Lon Chaney, Bela Lugosi and Ilona Massey in “Frankenstein Meets the Wolf Man”; Lon Chaney and Elena Verdugo 
in “House of Frankenstein”; Bela Lugosi in “Dracula”; The Monster in “This Island Earth”; The Monster and Faith Domergue in 
“This Island Earth”; The Creature in “Creature From the Black Lagoon”; The Creature and Julia Adams in “Creature From the Black 
Lagoon”; King Kong and Fay Wray in “King Kong”; Bud Abbott, Lou Costello and Bela Lugosi in “Abbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein”; Boris Karloff in “The Mummy”; Lon Chaney in “The Mummy’s Tomb”; Lon Chaney and Elyse Knox in “The Mummy's 
Tomb”; Lon Chaney in “Son of Dracula”; Lon Chaney and Louise Allbritton in “Son of Dracula”; Lon Chaney and Anne Nagel in 
“Man Made Monster.” All are priced at $2.25 each. 

Please add .85° per order for postage when ordering stills 
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Progress Report on “Republic Confidential” 


February, 1981 — No. 4 


Almost six years of work on REPUBLIC CONFIDEN- 
TIAL is now concluded, and the book is well over halfway 
done in the relentless journey toward completion. 

Tremendous strides along several distinct paths were 
taken during 1980 in the unyielding quest to carefully 
reconstruct the entire filmmaking operation at Republic Pic- 
tures, which began rather guietly in 1935 and rose to great 
heights before finally succumbing after 25 action-packed 
years in 1959. 

Screening of the Republic product continued, concen- 
trating mainly on outside films chosen for release by the 
studio. There was quite an amalgam, from those foreign im- 
ports to the independent productions. With the exception of 
only a few stragglers due in shortly, all of the numerous out- 
side films have now been viewed thanks to the splendid 
cooperation of various distributors. 

More “‘lost’’ films were disinhumed, accounting for vir- 
tually the entire Republic library of over 1000 titles. There are 
now just four remaining that are still yet to be located: the 
1952 Robert L. Peters film THE FLYING SQUADRON 
featuring Massimo Serato, the 1951 Mike Frankovich Italian- 
made melodrama FUGITIVE LADY with Janis Paige and 
Binnie Barnes, the 1943 British murder mystery ALIBI with 
Margaret Lockwood and James Mason, and the 1936 western 
OREGON TRAIL starring John Wayne. We'd certainly 
welcome information that would lead to the possible 
whereabouts of any of these films. In the event they cannot be 
found, we are quite fortunate in having secured cutting con- 
tinuities (detailed scene-by-scene breakdowns with exact 
dialogue) plus numerous stills that would enable accurate 
listing of screen credits along with fully recounted plot 
synopses on all four titles to re-create each film in true 
storyboard fashion. 

Final work was completed on the old Republic files with 
the extraction of much data on the studio and its films, in- 
cluding master cross-indexing of well over 17,000 separate 
folders for future reference in pinpointing their locations for 
wringing out any additional source information that may be 
necessary. 

Further interviews were kindly granted by former 
Republic personnel, adding to the wealth of intelligence 
already gathered to render in broader strokes the amazing 
portrain of “the little studio in the valley.” Much more in- 
sight in depth was generated as to the workings of the talented 
Music Department along with comprehensive dealings in con- 
cert with Consolidated Film Industries. 

The actual size of the book underwent a final revamping, 
and has now settled at oversize 9%4’’x12'%xx dimensions. The 
three-column format shown in Prospectus II for the cast- 
credits-synopses section on all films has also been revides to 
four slightly narrower columns, which will allow greater 
layout flexibility. Sample listings using this new four-column 
format were typeset, exhibiting the versatility and greater 
design possibilities that will now be possible. 

Two important thrusts were begun in 1980 and will be 
completed early this year. 

A ‘‘Super-Index’’ was undertaken, which will consist of 
listings for every player credited on-screen by year for each 
film in order of its release. In addition, there will be 
thousands of appearances listed that were not credited. 
Similar documentation will also be carried for key technical 


personnel. We’ll expound more at length on this expansive 
project in our next progress report. 

Almost finished is a compendium on all mentions of 
Republic in the trade papers throughout the studio’s ex- 
istence. Though many trade stories were figments of a 
publicist’s imagination and figures were sometimes inflated, 
there was still enough meaty information not available from 
the files that did appear to combine with studio material to fill 
in gaps and dovetail to present the big picture. 

Though ardently trying to decipher what the crystal bail 
says, we still cannot pin down an approximate publication 
date for REPUBLIC CONFIDENTIAL. 

When this book was originally started in 1975, we fully 
expected to have it published by this time. But as we dug into 
all the material available to a greater extent, it turned into 
more and more of a labyrinth. Every turn became increasing- 
ly fascinating, and so we decided not to skimp on the time re- 
quired to do the job right. We could have cut corners, but 
would have regretted it later. Tying up collateral material and 
the endless lists necessary for good reference have been very 
time-consuming. That’ll all be behind us by mid-1981. 

At that point we’ve only to concentrate on completing 
screening of the films to write precise story synopses. We still 
have about 350 films to view, and with our method of pro- 
cessing each will require about seven hours of work to notate 
credits on a viewer, persue scripts to become conversant with 
the story, study reference material dealing with the produc- 
tion, screen the film once or twice, and grind out a rough 
draft and exhaustive storyline digest. After the films are 
finished, everything should fall into place much more rapidly 
and we should be able to accomplish final production and 
publication within two years. 

That probably means late 1984 at the earliest. 

This is the last call to purchase VALLEY OF THE CLIF- 
FHANGERS. Last year about 200 copies were left and we 
had put aside another 150 for promotional use. But the 200 
copies went quickly so we filled orders from the other supply. 
We now have put just 10 copies into permanent storage, and 
as of February 4 there are only 37 copies still available for 
sale. If you wish to order, do so now as once these 37 copies 
are gone the book will be permanently out of stock. 

Our price remains the same as it was almost six years ago 
when the book was first issued: $66.00 postpaid, insured 
within the United States. We have noted the book being sold 
at higher prices by some dealers, and a recent classified ad іп a 
collector’s publication offered the book at a whopping 
$150.00! 

We’ll keep you informed of the book’s progress, pro- 
bably next February. And you'll receive advance information 
on publication date and details on ordering. Let us know if 
you have an address change. If you don’t wish to receive any 
further reports, please advise and we’ll remove your name 
from our list. 

As always, we welcome any comments you may have on 
REPUBLIC CONFIDENTIAL, and we appreciate your con- 
tinuing interest and patience. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jack Mathis 
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SERIAL WORLD PROUDLY PRESENTS THE SECOND 
REPUBLIC SERIAL ABOUT “THE LONE RANGER” 


THE LONE RANGER RIDES AGAIN! 


BY ERIC HOFFMAN 
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NO. 1: THE LONE RANGER RETURNS 


In the settling of the old West, the struggle of the 
pioneers to maintain the hold on the land they had settled 
continued. Cattle empires grew from small beginnings and 
the land was jealously guarded by those men who had 
made the cattle business their way of life. When the 
government opened up the land for settling by farmers, 
cattlemen opposed it, vowing to drive the ‘nesters’ out 
from the land they considered their own. In the course of 
the struggle, violence often erupted. Range wars, feuds, 
hired gunslingers and death walked hand in hand. 

Our story opens on such a moment of violence, with a 
gang of riders attacking and setting fire to a cabin on a 
patch of land. A young Mexican youth, driven out by the 
flames, is shot by an unseen gunman, and falls to the 
ground. The next morning, Juan Vasquez, who will play 
an important part in the story, arrives at the burned house. 
He spots the body of the young man and rushes over to 
him. The wounded youngster is his brother, Ramon. When 
Juan asks the dying boy who killed him, the boy manages 
to gasp out, “It was...the Lone Ranger.” With, that the 
boy dies in Juan’s arms, and the Spaniard determines to 
avenge himself. 

So, with one thought in his mind, to find the Lone 
Ranger and kill him, Juan proceeds to follow the trail of 
the man whose past history has become a legend. One of a 
band of Texas Rangers, massacred in an ambush by a gang 
of Civil War renegades, led by a man out to carve an em- 
pire out of Texas, the Ranger survived. Nursed back to 
health by Tonto, an Indian, the survivor determined to 
carry on the fight for law and order in the west. Donning a 
mask, accompanied by his faithful Indian friend Tonto, 
and riding a magnificent white stallion, the masked sur- 
vivor of that fateful massacre soon became known far and 
wide as The Lone Ranger, whose deeds against criminals in 
the west, leaving behind his trademark, a silver bullet, 
earned him the admiration of those in the frontier. 

Juan rides for days, stopping at one point to ask a cou- 
ple of ranchers if they have seen the Ranger. They point 
out where he passed two days before. Juan finally comes 
across a covered wagon. The leader of the small group of 
settlers, Pa Daniels, says the Ranger left about two hours 
ago to find water from the people in the group. Juan rides 
on. At last, it seems the end of the trail is near. 

We find his quarry, the Lone Ranger, wearing his 
identity-concealing mask and riding his magnificent horse, 
Silver, riding with Tonto, his cohort. The two have found 
water, and the Ranger is going to ride back and leave a trail 
for the wagon to follow. But as he rides back, he finds 
himself confronted by Juan, who draws his gun, deman- 
ding the Ranger to draw his. The masked man, mystified 
by this turn of events, and sticking to his rule about 
avoiding killing if possible, tries to reason with Juan, who 
hurls his accuation of murder at him. The Ranger suddenly 
calls out for Tonto not to shoot, distracting Juan for an in- 
stant and giving the Ranger a chance to bulldog Juan from 
his horse, and in a brief struggle, defeat him. The Ranger 
finally gets Juan to agree to wait for three days until they 
get to San Ramos so this matter can be cleared up. If it 
isn’t by then, the Ranger will meet Juan for a showdown in 
any way Vasquez wishes it. Juan reluctantly agrees. 

Two days have passed, and we find the Ranger, Tonto 
and Juan sitting by a camp fire, Juan listening as the 
Ranger tells Tonto of what has been happening. The mask- 
ed man realizes the conflict that is going to come when a 
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wagon train of settlers, led by one Jed Scott, will arrive at 
San Ramon. Scott is an important man in the train — so 
important that he has been elected the settler’s leader. But 
there will be trouble; the area is cattle country, and the cat- 
tlemen will do everything they can to stop the settlers from 
staking their claims to the land the government opened up. 

The next morning, when Juan wakes up, he finds the 
Ranger and Tonto have ridden off during the night. 
Furious, the Mexican is soon riding in pursuit of the two. 
We now shift to the mountains of a plains area known as 
Torrey Pass. Through it is beginning to pass the wagon 
train led by Jed Scott. With him are several settlers, in- 
cluding a rider named Bill Andrews, a good looking young 
man. But watching the train is a lone rider, dressed in 
black named Hank. Spotting the wagons he signals to 
another man a distance away with a mirro. The second 
man, Thorne, signals his receipt of the first signal and rides 
off to a hidden cave where several gunmen are waiting. 
These are the Black Raiders, a band of cold blooded 
killers, working for a mysterious boss against the farmers. 
The group is planning to ambush the train, with special 
orders to kill Jed Scott. However, Juan, riding toward the 
train, spots the ambush, and rides to warn the train. The 
settlers set up their wagons in a barricade just as the 
Raiders open fire and attack. In the ensuing battle, Scott 
tells Andrews who is fighting side by side with Juan, that 
ammunition is in a particular wagon. Bill races for that 
wagon, but a timely shout from Juan saves him fron being 
shot by one of the Raiders. The killers, including Thorne, 
Hardin and Logan, are driven off, and a prisoner is 
brought in. The captured raider is a man named Tucker. 
Juan recognizes him as a hand working for Craig Dolan. 
At Bill Andrews’ inquiry, Scott explains that Dolan is the 
biggest cattleman in the territory, and violently opposed tc 
the farmers coming into the area. They decide to ride over 
to Dolan’s ranch and a few words with the cattle man, tak- 
ing Tucker with them. 

At the Dolan ranch, Dolan tells his visitors that he fired 
Tucker a week ago. Vasquez and ВШ listen as Dolan 
snarls, ‘‘You tell Scott that outlaws and raiders are his own 
worry. I’m not holding the hands of whimpering nesters so 
they can fence my water holes and plow under good graz- 
ing land.” Then, turning to Juan, Dolan says, “By the 
way, Vasquez, speaking of nesters, are you goin’ to lead a 
man’s life and raise cattle, or have you returned to San 
Ramon to do dirt farming?” But Juan shrugs this off — he 
has another matter to take care of first. At this point, into 
the front of the ranch rides a very attractive girl — Sue 
Dolan, niece of Craig Dolan. Her brother, Bart, a slightly 
disagreeable looking type meets her, telling her about the 
visitors to the ranch. Back inside, Dolan is questioning Bill 
about his possibilities of being a ‘nester,’ but Andrews ex- 
plains that he joined the wagon train that morning 
becauase “It was heading my way.” Dolan then orders Bill 
and Juan to take Tucker with them, after telling Bart that 
Tucker tried to go against the law in his attack on the set- 
tlers. After our heroes and their prisoner leave, with Sue 
watching, Bart tells his uncle that Jed Scott’s bringing up- 
to-date maps and a proclamation that will open up most of 
the land rights to the homesteaders. Dolan determines to 
see Scott in San Ramon that evening and tells Brt to round 
up the men and have ’em in town’ that night. Could he 
mean his own ranch hands, the other cattlemen...or the 
Black Raiders? 


That night, in San Ramon, at the Oasis Hotel and Bar, 
we find in the saloon Bill, Juan, Jed Scott and one of the 
other settlers, Merrit, a man named Evans and the Sheriff. 
At a nearby table are seated two of the raiders, Logan and 
Slade. Juan is telling the others, ‘‘Before my brother and I 
staked out land her, I never hear of this Lone Ranger, but 
now there is only one thing I can think...how good he will 
look facing the muzzel of my six shooter.” The sheriff ad- 
vises Juan to take it easy; the Ranger hands out justice in 
his own way. Just then, a heavy named Murdock enters 
and tells Logan and Slade that Craig Dolan’s on his way 
into town. Logan signals to a man at the bar a — a small, 
nervous looking little man named Doc Grover. Grover 
goes up to Scott and says he has to talk with him in private; 
it concerns the water rights on the land the settlers intend 
to build their homes on. Scott goes off with Grover to a 
back room, where Grover is about to reveal his informa- 
tion. But a shot rings out through the window and Grover 
falls. Scott draws his gun and sees a man riding off. He is 
about to go after him when the Sheriff, Bill, Juan, and two 
Raiders, Thorne and Logan enter. Thorne says Grover’s 
dead, and the Sheriff arrests Scott, while a settler named 
Cooper says that Scott’s innocent; the whole thing’s a plot. 
Just then Dolan enters, observing what happened. When 
Scott protests his innocence, Dolan says, “You may be 
telling the truth, but as far as I’m concerned, you’re guilty 
until you’re proved innocent. As Scott is led out, Dolan 
turns to the other men and says, ‘‘We cattlemen have been 
accused of not cooperating with the homesteaders. Why 
should we lend aid to a mistake...a mistake that will ruin 
the West.” 

Just then, outside, as the Sheriff is leading Scott to jail, 
a man, apparently the Lone Ranger, mask and all, slugs 
the sheriff and helps Scott get away. The sheriff gets to the 
saloon and tells the others what happened. Juan and Bill 
get to their horses and ride out in pursuit, with Scott and 
the ‘Ranger’ splitting up. Bill goes after Scott, while Juan, 
the vengeance rekindled, goes after the ‘Ranger.’ The 
‘Ranger’ tries to ambush Juan but the mexican spots him 
and in a quick exchange of shots, The ‘Ranger’ is hit and 
falls. Bill joins Juan, and they unmask the mystery man 
revealing him to be...Logan. In his dying moments, Logan 
confesses he killed Juan’s brother, and that Slade shot 
Grover at the saloon. Juan is bewildered — how does 
Logan come to be the Lone Ranger. 

Andrews answers that question; the man was an im- 
poster. As Vasquez then wonders who the Lone Ranger is, 
Bill says, “It's all right, Tonto, don't shoot.” Juan looks 
in amazement at Bill; he had never believed that Andrews 
was the Lone Ranger. At this point, Tonto rides in on his 
horse, and Silver gallops toward its master. 

A little later, Bill is explaining that while Juan’s task of 
vengeance is over, the Lone Ranger still has work to do; 
there’s trouble and bloodshed in San Ramon and someon 
is behind it all; someone who must be brought to justice. 
Juan allies himself with the Lone Ranger, who tells him 
that he left Scott headed for town to surrender to the 
Sheriff. Juan is to ride back and tell what he knows of the 
false Lone Ranger. As for Bill, he intends to check up on 
this man Slade and find out what he can about the ‘killing’ 
of Doc Grover. So saying, Bill dons the familiar mask of 
justice and rides off as the Lone Ranger, yelling his 
familiar cry, ‘Hi-yo Silver, away.” 
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Chief Thundercloud and Bob Livingston 


Back in town, Pa Daniels* wagon finally makes it, with 
Daniels learning from a man named Hardin what has hap- 
pende to Jed Scott. In the Hotel, we soon find Thorne in 
conference to two other Raiders, one of them Hardin, the 
other murdock. Thorne is relaying orders from their boss 
— the two raiders are to start rumors that friends of Doc 
Gover are planning to storm the jail. The plan behind this 
is that Scott’s men will march on the jail to protect him. 
Since the sheriff won't give up his prisoner, shooing may 
start, helped along by the Raiders, who will ‘help’ the 
Sheriff uphold the law and kill off some nesters at the same 
time. The plan begins to work, with the Raiders spreading 
the word among the nesters that they had better hurry to 
save Jed Scott, while others are telling the Sheriff that the 
nesters plan to get Scott out of jail by force. 

At this moment, at Slade’s shack, somewhere out of 
town, we find Slade, another gunman named Luke and 
Grover, very much alike. The whole thing was a plan. But 
Grover is nervous — he doesn’t like hiding out like this, 
besides the possibility of Jed Scott being murdered. Just 
then, the Ranger rides up outside the house and enters. 
Grover greets him as Logan, but the Rangers tells them 
what happened to Logan. All are jolted as the Ranger 
orders them to get to the wall. Luke suddenly hurls a jug of 
water at the masked man and a fight starts with Slade jum- 
ping the Ranger. 


The fight is a beauty with Luke accidentally shot by 
Slade, who is defeated by the Ranger, as Grover looks on. 
Just as the Ranger is about to start questioning Slade. Just 
then, Thorne rides up and calls for Slade. The Ranger 
sends Slade out, under his gunsights, to see what Thorne 
wants. The Ranger hears Thorne tell Slade to get to San 
Ramon to help get in on the shooting of the settlers when 
they go to free Jed Scott. When Thorne leaves, the Ranger, 
still covering Slade, whistles a signal to Tonto who rides in 
to help his friend. 

In San Ramon, the violence is about to start. Pa Daniels 
and the other farmers are arming themselves, heading for 
the jail, while the Raiders are preparing to ‘help’ the 
sheriff. Hardin and Murdock are watching from an office, 
while the Sheriff is defying the group of settlers, with Juan 
and Merritt at the head. Juan, realizing the foolishness of 
the entire mob, tries to talk them into going back to the 
camp, when Murdock fires at a window of the sheriff’s of- 
fice, starting the panic. Inside, one of the deputies, is 
lighting his pipe with a live coal of wood from the stove, 
when another shot rings out, hitting him. He falls, dropp- 
ing the live coal near a box of wood. The settlers scatter as 
the shooting begins. During the gun-battle, with men 
wounded or killed, a kerosene lamp in the sheriff’s office is 
hit, spreading the flamable liquid all over the floor near the 
wood box. It ignites from the burning coal and a roaring 
fire begins, blocking off the corridor to the jail cells, where 
Jed Scott is trapped. The sheriff and his remaining deputy 
are forced to flee the jail after an unsuccessful try to save 
Scott. Just then, as Juan and the settlers, realizing Jed’s 
peril of being cooked alive, prepare to rush the jail, the 
Lone Ranger rides into town. Juan tells the Ranger of Jed’s 
danger, and the masked man rushes into the burning jail. 
Amidst the smoke and flames, he finds the cell keys and 
now tries to find Jed Scott! Scott, meanwhile, has collaps- 
ed in his cell, succumbing to the heat and smoke. The 
Ranger inakes his way through the inferno and unlocks the 
cell door. He’s starting to take Scott out when the jail ceil- 
ing starts to collapse, some timbers crashing into the cell 
door, slamming it shut and locking it; the Ranger tries to 
kick the door open, but to no avail. He and Scott are trap- 
ped as the roof of the jail comes crashing down in smoke 
and flame! 


NO. 2: MASKED VICTORY 
RECAP TITLES: 


a. JUAN VASQUEZ 一 swears vengeance on the 
Lone Ranger for the murder of his brother. 

b. ANDREWS 一 helps Vasquez unmask a fake 
Lone Ranger and discloses hiw own identity. 

c. CRAIG DOLAN — cattle baron, decides to fight 
the invasion of his domain by the nesters. 

d. JED SCOTT — leader of the nester, is falsely ac- 
cused of murder and imprisoned. 

е. MURDOCK — Incites the nesters to attack the 
San Ramon jail to free Jed Scott. 

f. THE LONE RANGER — learns of the attack and 
races toward San Ramon 
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As the Ranger finds himself trapped in the cell with 
Scott, Juan spots the anxiously prancing Silver and gets an 
idea. He brings the horse to the rear of the jail and calls to 
the Ranger, who comes to the window. They tie a rope 
from the Ranger’s saddle to the bars of the window and 
Silver pulls them out, taking some of the wall as well. The 
Ranger and Scott get out of the jail moments before the en- 
tire flaming roof comes caving in. The Sheriff rushes in, 
thanking the Ranger for saving Scott’s life. The Lone 
Ranger tells him that Scott is innocent of murder, and he 
has evidence that will satisfy any court. The sheriff says he 
will get hold of Judge Miller and arrange an early trial. 

And so, we see Tonto riding off with two men, obvious- 
ly on a misison for the Ranger. In the courtroom, Judge 
Miller hears Scott’s plea of not guilty, and proceeds to try 
the case. The Ranger tells the judge he can prove Scott’s in- 
nocence, as Craig Dolan objects to the masked man’s be- 
ing in the court. The judge shuts Dolan up telling him that 
the Ranger has the respect of all |-abiding citizens, and that 
the court will be glad to hear what he has to say. The 
Ranger then tells the judge that Doc Grover, supposedly 
dead, is very much alive, and he can prove it by having 
Grover produced in the court; Tonto is bringing him in at 
this moment. The judge recesses the court for thirty 
minutes. 

However, things are not going according to the Ranger’s 
plan, for two of the Raiders ambush Tonto and his 
prisoner, taking Tonto to a cave hideout, and Doc with 
them. Back in the court, the Judge is continuing the trial; 
The Ranger is worried about Grover’s lateness in being 
brought in, but the Judge must proceed with the pro- 
ceedings. The Sheriff is starting to give his testimony 
against Scott, when the Ranger reminds the Judge that the 
burden of proving the prisoner’s guilty rests with the State. 
He then demands that Doc Grover’s corpse be produced. 
The judge agrees with the request and the sheriff says that 
Grover’s body is supposed to be buried at his ranch. As the 
Ranger, Bart Dolan, Sue and Craig Dolan listen, the judge 
orders that the jury and prisoner will go to the ranch that 
afternoon and view Doc Grover’s remains, despite Dolan’s 
protest. But Hardin and Murdock leave the court to warn 
their cohorts of the new development. 

Later, in the desert, Bill tells Juan of his worries about 
Tonto. Bill will go to try and find Grover, while Juan 
keeps an eye on things. Bill rides off, after donning his 
Lone Ranger costume. As he rides on Silver, the Ranger 
spots Tonto’s horse, White Fellow, galloping along. Stop- 
ping the horse, he has it lead him to Tonto. But he stops as 
he spots Hardin and Murdock riding along. Hiding the two 
horses in some secluded area, he watches as the two heavies 
ride off. Then, mounting silver, the Lone Ranger follows 
them. 

At Grover’s ranch, we find Slade supervising some 
heavies who are digging a fresh grave. When the grave is 
deep enough, Slade tells his henchmen to get back to the 
cave; he’s staying until Doc’s corpse is delivered. At the 
hideout cave, we find Tonto, tied up, watching as two or 
three heavies stand around, while Murdock and Hardin 
enter. Murdock tells Grover of the events of the trial, and 
Doc breaks up laughing at the idea of his corpse being pro- 
duced when he’s alive. But Murdock (apologetically, no 
less!) makes it clear that they’re going to have to kill 
Grover. Grover pleads with them, but he’s blindfolded and 
about to be shot. Just then, the Lone Ranger enters in time 


to stop the execution. Grover frees Tonto while the Ranger 
keeps the other heavies covered. But a new heavy enters the 
cave and is about to draw on the Ranger. Tonto yells a 
warning so the Ranger can shoot his assailant. The heavies 
attack, and a wild fight ensues, with the thugs defeated. 
The Ranger orders Tonto to tie the heavies up, while he 
gets Grover to the ranch to meet the judge and the others. 

At the ranch, the entire group — judge, jury, sheriff, 
Scott, Bart Dolan, several ranchers, and Slade, view the 
empty grave. As it seems a doubt is lingering, Bart says 
that the Lone Ranger might have robbed the grave. Slade 
then chimes in, saying he saw some nesters making off with 
the corpse. Bart then seems to blow his top and within 
moments, the judge and sheriff are thrust aside by in- 
furiated cattle men and Jed Scott is about to be lynched. 
Just then, the Lone Ranger and Grover, with Tonto, arrive 
in time. Juan looks on as the Ranger demands Scott be 
cleared of the charge of murder. Miller dismisses the case, 
and the Ranger starts to accuse Slade of being involved 
with the fake charge against Scott. As he continues talking, 
Slade whips out his gun and fires point-blank at the 
Ranger. The Lone Ranger falls from his horse, killed by 
the Raider’s bullet! 


NO. 3: THE BLACK RAIDERS STRIKE 


RECAPS: 


a. JED SCOTT — leader of the homesteaders, is on 
trial for the murder of Doc Grover. 

b. DOC GROVER — is freed from the Black Raiders 
by the Lone Ranger and Tonto. 

c. TONTO — is captured by other Raiders as he is 
bringing Doc Grover to court. 

d. BART DOLAN — incites the cattlemen to take 
Jed Scott from the Sheriff at Doc Grover’s ranch. 

e. THE LONE RANGER — rescues Tonto and hur- 
ries with Doc Grover to save Jed Scott. 


As Slade fires at the Lone Ranger, Juan draws his gun 
and shoots Slade, who topples to the ground. Tonto runs 
to the fallen Lone Ranger, and Judge Miller and Doc 
Grover help him to his feet. As the concerned Tonto asks if 


his friend is hurt badly, the Ranger says it’s only a bruise 
and pulls out a leather pouch from his shirt. In the pouch is 
a bullet hole — the Ranger says that in the pouch is the 
silver used for his bullets. It was the precious metal that 
stopped the bullet that might have ended the Lone 
Ranger’s career. Slade is pronounced dead by the Sheriff. 
The Ranger recalls that Slade was one of Craig Dolan’s 
men and mentions this to Bart, who angrily accuses the 
Ranger of trying to pin the planning of the entire kidnapp- 
ing on his uncle. The Ranger says he is not, but someone is 
trying to stop homesteading in the area. Jed Scott reaf- 
firms the determination of the settlers to homestead, say- 
ing there’ll be a meeting the following day at the land of- 
fice. He tells Bart to have Craig Dolan there. 

Next day, at the Land Office, as Scott, Pa Daniels, Mer- 
ritt and other homesteaders are registering their claims, 
Dolan and Bart watch, as Dolan gloats that the land with 
the water on it is not open for homesteading. It’ll be pretty 
dry for the farmers. However, Scott cheerfully tells Dolan 
that while this may have been true last year, six months ago 
the Government passed a bill opening up that water-land 
for homesteading. Dolan is forced to admit defeat but 
warns them they’ll have trouble holding the claims; the 
Black Raiders will stop at nothing...murder, pillage...and 
when they do attack, the cattlemen won’t lift a finger to 
help. 

Dolan and Bart leave, and Scott and his people prepare 
to let the other homesteaders know of the new land they 
can claim. But two other people have heard the previous 
dialogue; Bill Andrews and Juan Vasquez. As Juan puts it, 
‘Amigo, it looks like a job for the Lone Ranger. 

The two men join Tonto, and Bill dons his Lone Ranger 
identity. The trio then hides at a certain point to keep an 
eye on the Dolan ranch. They spot Bart riding toward the 
Badlands where the Black Raiders hang out. As they 
follow, Tonto notices, from the tracks of Bart’s horse, that 
the horse has a broken shoe. Bart meets a Raider named 
Hank, telling him of the settlers staking out the various 
water holes on the open land. He then reveals his identity 
as chief of the Raiders, ordering Hank to have some men 
hit Pa Daniels’ place at Willow Springs. Bart will tell the 
news to the rest of the gang. The two men split up with the 
Ranger following Hank, while Tonto and Juan follow 
Bart. 


As Bart rides on, he runs into Sue, taking a ride in the 
desert. Bart gets the girl to exchange horses with him, tell- 
ing her of the broken shoe and that he was looking for 
strays. Sue agrees, making the trade, unaware of her 
brother’s true activities. Tonto and Juan, meanwhile, have 
lost Bart’s trail on hard rock. Juan decides to go back to 
San Ramon to see if he can uncover something there, while 
Tonto decides to keep looking for a continuance of the 
trail. 

Our scene now changes to the hideout of the Black 
Raiders. Hank rides into camp and is soon relaying Bart’s 
orders to the other Raiders. The Lone Ranger rides near 
the outlaw camp and sneaks closer on foot, hearing the p 
lans of the Raiders to attack the Daniels camp. However, a 
Raider discovers our hero, and hurls a bucket at him. The 
two men battle, and the noise alert the other Raiders. The 
Ranger knocks down his opponent and runs to Silver, 
making a flying mount, and riding off, with the Raiders in 
pursuit. He manages to escape, after a running gun-fight, 
by leaping the horse over a deep gully. However, Sue, 
riding back to the Dolan ranch, appears and shows the 
Ranger a way to get away from the Raiders. Hank is sure it 
will take an hour to get back to the other side of the gully. 
The Raiders ride off to begin their attack. 

The Ranger tells Sue of the plan of the Raiders to attack 
the Daniels camp and asks her to go to Jed Scott’s camp 
and get help. He’s riding to warn the Daniels family. 

The Lone Ranger arrives moments before the Raider, 
warning Pa Daniels, his son Danny, and his brother Ed 
Powers. The group takes cover behind rocks as the Raiders 
appear and start shooting and a gun battle ensues. Powers 
is hit in the shoulder but keeps fighting. However, as the 
fight wears on, the Daniels faction is running out of shells. 
Their only hope now is for help to come soon. 

Meanwhile, Sue has ridden into Jed Scott’s camp where 
Scott and Juan meet her. She almost convinces them of the 
Ranger’s plight when Juan spots the broken horse-shoe on 
her mount. That one thing destroys the impression she has 
made, coupled with the fact that she seems to be on the 
Cattlemen’s side. Scott, believing she was trying to send his 
men into a trap, refuses to believe Sue. 

At the Daniels ranch, the Ranger and his companions 
are down to their last shells. The Ranger convinces them 
that they’ll have to abandon the ranch. He’ll hold off the 
Raiders while the Daniels clan makes a run for it to safety. 
Daniels, Powers and Danny start to make their way across 
а river at a certain point when Danny stops them; the point 
is quicksand — he nearly lost a horse there when he was 
hiding them before the gunfight. They get across at 
another spot. Meanwhile, the Lone Ranger decides to 
make a break for it when he runs out of shells. The Raiders 
charge into the camp to destroy everything, while the 
Ranger starts to cross the river, a little ways off. As he 
crosses it, he is caught in the quicksand, struggling to get 
out. But as the episode ends, we see the Lone Ranger sink 
into the depths of the quicksand-river, his hat left floating 
on the water! 

NO. 4: THE CAVERN OF DOOM 


RECAPS: 

a. JED SCOTT — Leader of the Nesters, is found in- 
nocent of Doc Grover's murder. 

b. CRAIG DOLAN — Warns Scott that the Cat- 
tlemen will fight the Nester’s claims to any water 
holes. 

с. BART DOLAN — Arranges with the Black 


Raiders to drive off the settlers. 

d. DANIELS — is attacked by Raiders near Willow 
Springs. 

e. SUE DOLAN 一 fails to convince Jed Scott of 
Daniels’ danger. 

f. THE LONE RANGER — Helps the Daniels party 
fight off the attacking Raiders. 


As the Ranger sinks into the quicksand, Tonto, ap- 
parently still trailing the horse with the brokenshoe, comes 
upon the scene and sees his friend’s peril. Getting his 
lariat, he throws one end of the rope to the Ranger, who 
catches it, and pulls him out of the deadly mire in time. As 
the Lone Ranger gets his wind back, Tonto rides to where 
the Daniels family are hiding with the horses. There, he 
tells them that the Ranger is waiting for them at the river 
and rides aack to {he camp to see what happened to the 
Daniels supply wagon. However, the Raiders have driven 
off with it. At the river, Tonto reports the missing wagon, 
and he and the Ranger ride off to trail it, while Daniels and 
his party ride to San Ramon to find out why help never 
came. The Lone Ranger is worried that something may 
have happened to Sue Dolan. 

On their way to San Ramon, the Daniels meet Sue, who, 
after being relieved at seeing the family alive, tells them 
that the Scott group thought her message for help was a 
trick. As far as she’s concerned, she’s through helping peo- 
ple who won’t trust her. When she returns to the ranch, she 
finds Bart in the living room, reading a book. She tells him 
of the attack and that he was seen talking to one of the 
Black Raiders before the shootout. Bart covers up by say- 
ing that he ran into one, warning him that if his gang 
didn’t stop their attacks, both the ranchers and nesters 
would be gunning for them. But Sue is still dubious, even 
after Bart denies any connection with the raiders to Sue 
and Dolan himself. 

Meanwhile, the Lone Ranger and Tonto have spotted 
the Daniels supply wagon, driven by a Raider, moving 
along the desert. They ride in pursuit, with the Ranger cat- 
ching the fleeing wagon, transferring to it from Silver, and 
knocking the driver off the vehicle. He then stops the 
horses. Tonto joins him, and the two set about taking the 
wagon to Daniels. 

Back at the Dolan ranch, Sue spots Bart riding off with 
Thorne, one of the Raiders, and decides to follow him. 
After a time, Bart knows that the girl is following him. He 
tells Thorne to get to the hideout cave and have some of 
the gang ambush him and tie him up at the cave. This will 
convince Sue that Bart isn’t friendly with the Raiders. And 
so, Hank and two gunmen pull off the kidnapping, with 
Sue seeing it all. The girl rides off for help and comes upon 
the Ranger and Tonto with the Daniels wagon. She tells 
them what happened and the two fighters for justice ride 
with her to rescue her brother. They arrive at the cave site, 
with the Ranger telling Sue to stay out of sight. He and 
Tonto are going inside. 

In the cave, Bart is giving orders to Hank and the other 
Raiders — since Sue will be there, the Raiders won’t be 
able to use the hideout cave any more; so, they'll set off a 
keg of powder, blowing up the cave after they leave. Hank 
and another gunman, Colt, leave to take care of this. Just 
then, Bart and two more Raiders hear footsteps. They 
think it’s Sue, as they finish tying Bart up, but are jolted 
when the Lone Ranger and Tonto enter, the Ranger cover- 


ing them, while Tonto gets their guns. Bart sneakily tosses 
a bullet into a campfire and the exploding shell distracts 
the Ranger. The Raiders attack our heroes, and in the en- 
suing brawl, the Ranger and Tonto are knocked out and 
locked in a separate cave room, with a heavy wooden- 
barred gate. Following Bart’s plan, while still pretending 
to hold him a captive, the Raiders light the fuse of a keg of 
powder and leave it near the gate, just out of reach. The 
Ranger and Tonto try to snuff out the fuse, the Ranger us- 
ing a pole. But he’s unable to succeed. The Lone Ranger 
and his faithful Indian companion move to the back of the 
chamber, trapped as the fuse burns lower and lower into 
the keg of explosive! 


NO 5: AGENTS OF DECEIT 


RECAPS: 

a. TONTO — arrives in time to rescue the Lone 
Ranger from quicksand. 

b. DANIELS — whose supplies are recovered from 
the Black Raiders by the Lone Ranger and Tonto. 

с. BART DOLAN 一 is accused of aiding the Black 
Raiders by his sister. 

d. SUE DOLAN 一 sees the apparent capture of her 
brother by Black Raiders at the cave. 

e. THE LONE RANGER — and Tonto attempt to 
rescue Bart Dolan. 


As the fuse burns lower into the keg, the Lone Ranger 
gets an idea and gives a shrill whistle. Silver comes gallop- 
ing into the cave and at the Ranger’s commands, rolls the 
keg out of the mine cave a little ways off. The horse then 
goes back into the cave moments before the explosive goes 
off, causing Bart and the Raiders to think their enemies are 
done for. In the cave, the Ranger ties the rope on Silver’s 
saddle to the gate of the chamber and has the horse pull it 
loose. He and Tonto pick up their guns and ride off to try 
and rescue Bart. They spot Sue being captured by Bart’s 
two ‘guards’ and two more Raiders. The Ranger and Ton- 
to cut ahead of the group and surprise them. As it seems 
our heroes have the situation in hand, Bart suddenly causes 
his horse to rear, causing Silver to act up, giving one 
Raider a chance to draw his gun. But Tonto shoots the 
man, while the Ranger slugs it out with another. In the 
fight, a Raider bumps into Sue’s horse and it becomes a 
runaway. The Ranger, after defeating his opponent, rides 
after Sue and manages to stop the hores in time. Bart and 
Tonto join the twosome and they head for the Dolan 
ranch. 

At the ranch, Dolan expresses his gratitude to the 
Ranger for saving his niece and nephew. The Rnager then 
asks Dolan to call a truce with the homesteaders. At first 
Dolan is against the idea, particularly since wagonloads of 
seed arrived that day for the nesters, seed which would be 
used on cattle range to make farms. But the Ranger 
reminds him that there’s more land there than could be 
legally used. If Dolan met the settlers half-way, a com- 
promise satisfactory to all could be reached. 
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Dolan finally gives in, after a little persuasion from Sue. 
After the Ranger leaves to tell Scott that Dolan will meet 
with the nesters in town, Bart asks his uncle if he really in- 
tends to deal with the nesters. Dolan says he’ll use every 
means to keep them off his ranch...that is, every legal 
means. 

At the wagon camp, Scott and the settlers are checking 
the seed; for them the seed means the future. 
Food...clothing...even life itself. As soon as the land ques- 
tion is settled they intend to start farming. Scott tells the 
nesters that the Lone Ranger has got Dolan to meet with 
them so a satisfactory compromise can be worked out. 
Three guards will be left to watch the seed. 

Later, in town, Daniels gives some supplies to Danny 
and has him help back to their camp. He’ll be at the 
meeting. Inside the meeting place, the town saloon, the 
meeting is in progres while Scott and Dolan prepare to go 
over the territory map. Bart seems to have left it in his sad- 
dle bag and goes outside where he gives an order to a near- 
by Raider before going back in. But inside, Bill Andrews 
and Juan Vasquez are watching the proceedings. Bill has a 
nagging suspicion in his mind, particularly when Juan tells 
him only three men are guarding the seed wagon. He tells 
Juan to stay at the meeting; he’s going to look around...as 
the Lone Ranger. 

Danny Daniels, riding back to camp, spots Thorne and 
some Raiders pouring coal oil on a large, empty wagon, 
preparing to roll it down the hill, right at the seed wagon. 
The boy rides off to warn the settlers when he meets the 
Ranger and Tonto. He tells them what he saw, and the 
Ranger has him ride to town and have the others come at 
once. He and Tonto ride to stop the Raiders. When Thorne 
spots the approaching Ranger, he has his men start the 
wagon burning, and then sends it rumbling down the hill 
toward the seed wagon. The Lone Ranger, on Silver, rides 
up alongside the blazing juggernaut and transfer aboard it, 
trying first to stop the wagon, then steer it away from the 
seed supply. He succeeds in doing that but the wagon goes 
over an embankment and crashes, burying the Lone 
Ranger in flames! 
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